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FOREWORD 



Hukamnamas of the Sikh Gurus, a significant source of 
the Sikh history, have not received much scholarly attention. 
Scholars like Ganda Singh, Shamsher Singh Ashok and Fauja 
Singh have edited the hukamnamas collected by Bhai Randhir 
Singh and have tried to analyse them historically. They have 
succeeded in underlining their importance but their studies are 
of preliminary nature. Hence, there is a much scope in the field. 

It is a matter of great pride that Dr. Sabinderjit Singh Sagar, 
Professor, Department of Guru Nanak Studies, Guru Nanak 
Dev University, Amritsar has taken up the challenge and has 
studied the hukamnamas attributed to Guru Tegh Bahadur. He 
has employed scientific approach to ascertain the genuineness 
of these documents and has taken great pain in arranging them 
and in determining their mutual relations in spite of the fact 
that these documents are not dated. The evidence drawn from 
the study is discussed in a broader perspective taking into 
consideration the bant of Guru Tegh Bahadur. The work tries 
to underline the organizational acumen of a religious leader 
like Guru Tegh Bahadur in the period of crisis. 

Facsimiles of hukamnamas of Guru Tegh Bahadur, their 
text and translation into English will be welcomed by all the 
scholars interested in the Sikh Studies. The index of names of 
persons contained in these hukamnamas will prove to be useful 
key for their studies. 

I wish the work would prove to be a significant 
contribution in the field of Sikh history. 



S.P. Singh (Dr.) 

Vice-Chancellor 
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INTRODUCTION 



Hukamnama is an important source of the Sikh history. 
Most scholars consider it a valuable source of evidence on the 
life and works of the Gurus. It throws light on the organization 
of the Sikh congregations and also provides invaluable insights 
on a number of issues related to the Sikh Panlh. The present 
work aims at studying critically the hukamnamas of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur. Evaluation of studies undertaken by scholars on the 
subject would determine the justification and scope of the study. 

The history of the scholarly interest in hukamnamas is 
not very old. It started in the second decade of the twentieth 
century by G.B. Singh a dedicated scholar of Punjabi language 
and the Sikh religion. In 1915-16, he wrote two articles in 
'Decca Review 1 giving translated versions of a few hukamnamas 
including the one of Guru Tegh Bahadur. He had come across 
these documents during his research visits to Decca Sangat. 
His comments on the hukamnamas were critical and underlined 
the significance of the documents for the reconstruction of the 
Sikh activities in the eastern part of the country. 

Sikh history and its sources drew much attention of the 
scholars at the end of third decade of the present century. The 
Phulwari, a Punjabi magazine was the rallying forum of the 
scholars. Karam Singh Historian, in one of his articles on 
sources of Sikh history pointed out that there was an urgent 
need to collect this valuable source preserved in certain families 
and institutions. However, his wish to reproduce the important 
hukamnamas consulted by him could not be fulfilled because 
of his sudden demise. An urgent need of the collection of 
hukamnamas was also emphasised by Gyani Hira Singh Dard. 
In his article entitled Hukamname Ate Ahadname (hukamnamas 
and treaties) a photograph of a hukmnama of Guru Gobind 
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Singh written to the Sangat of Macchiwara and two treaties 
between Lahore Darbar and the East India Company were 
reproduced alongwith its text in GurmukhL However, the rising 
interest in Sikh history did not yield much result as far as the 
collection of hukamnamas was concerned. 

An organised endeavour, in this connection, was made 
in late sixties. The Sikh History Research Board, Amritsar under 
the aiges of Dr. Ganda Singh deputed Bhai Randhir Singh, 
Research Scholar to collect the hukamnamas and other historical 
documents. He visited places connected with thp history of 
Sikh Panth and collected either the hukamnamas or procured 
their photographs. 

Ganda Singh edited his book on hukamnamas in the year 
1969 under the title Hukamname. In the same year, the Sikh 
History Research Board, Amritsar brought out an edited work 
on hukamnamas under the title Nishan Te Hukamname edited 
by Shamsher Singh Ashok. Both the scholars utilised the same 
collection which was preserved with the Sikh Reference Library, 
Amritsar. These works contain facsimiles of hukamnamas and 
nishans of Guru Hargobind, Guru Har Rai, Guru Harkrishan, 
Guru Tegh Bahadur and Guru Gobind Singh. Other letters 
contained in the works are by Baba Gurditta, Mata Gujari, Mata 
Sundari, Mata Sahib Devi and Banda Bahadur. Edicts issued 
by various religious authorities like Takhats and the Khalsa are 
also included. 

As far as the hukamnamas of Guru Tegh Bahadur are 
concerned, both the scholars are not unanimous in their choice. 
Ganda Singh's book contains twenty three hukamnamas, out 
of which one hukamnama (G-38) is wrongly attributed to the 
tenth Guru. However, Shamsher Singh Ashok's book contains 
thirty hukamnamas of Guru Tegh Bahadur. It has eight 
additional hukamnamas, whereas one hukamnama (G-24) 
which is available in Ganda Singh's work has been left out. 
Hence, the total number of hukamnamas contained in both the 
works are thirty one. 
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Ganda Singh's approach appears to be cursory. Attribution 
of a hukamnama to a Guru is not based on any firm ground as 
it is apparent in the case of a hukamnama of Guru Tegh Bahadur 
attributed to Guru Gobind Singh. Lack of critical approach does 
not allow the scholar to provide any explanation for the 
hukamnamas found in two unidentical hands attributed to the 
ninth Guru. Unlike Ganda Singh, Shamsher Singh Ashok is 
aware of the hukamnama of the ninth Guru wrongly attributed 
to Guru Gobind. However, he wrongly attributed hukamnama 
(A-29). Its hand does not appear to be identical with other 
hukamnamas of the Guru. Moreover, it was addressed to Bhai 
Dyal Das. He does not provide any explanation for the 
exclusion of one of Guru Tegh Bahadur's hukamnamas (G-24) 
addressed to the Sangat of Patna, asking the congregation to 
send a few items to Nawab Saif Khan as gifts. The work is 
significant in being a rare hukamnama (A-20^) written by a 
scribe containing an endorsement. The endorsement is in the 
hand of Guru Tegh Bahadur as the scribe mentions that it is 
being written on the instructions of the Guru. The endorsement 
only serves to authenticate the document. Hence, it could serve 
as a basic document in order to determine the authenticity of 
other hukamnamas as well. Other additional hukamnamas are 
also valuable in more than one way. 

After a decade another work on hukamnamas appeared 
on the occasion of the tercentenary of Guru Tegh Bahadur's 
martyrdom. The work is entitled Hukamnamas : Sri Guru Tegh 
Bahadur Sahib edited by Fauja Singh who claims to have taken 
up the subject more seriously by utilising the newly discovered 
Bhatt Vahis. An attempt to arrange the hukamnamas in some 
sort of chronological order also appears to have been made. 

Fauja Singh reproduced only those hukamnamas that 
Ganda Singh had attributed to the ninth Guru except one 
hukamnama (G-24) without providing any plausible expla- 
nation for its exclusion. He repeated the mistake committed by 
Shamsher Singh Ashok by not including one of Guru Tegh 
Bahadhur's hukamnamas (G-24) containing reference to Saif 
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Khan. His dependence on Ganda Singh's work did not allow 
him to include additional hukamnamas that were available in 
Ashok's work. He even failed to realise the significance of 
hukamnama (A-20F) for the study of hukamnamas. 

The significance of Fauja Singh's work appears to be in 
his attempt to provide these hukamnamas a chronological order 
in spite of the fact that these documents are undated. In this 
regard, he claimed to have utilised other contemporary source 
like Bhatt Vahis. But the problem with the source lies in its 
unreliability. For example, the date of birth of child Gobind 
according to the Bhatt Vahis is Poh Sudi 7, Sambat 1718 Bk 
which corresponds to December 18, 1661 A.D. whereas the 
conventional date is December 22, 1666 A.D. According to 
the Bhatt Vahis the birth of tenth Guru took place prior to the 
pontificate of Guru Tegh Bahadur. The scholar seems to have 
been aware of this problem as he places the hukamnamas 
connected with the congregations of Patna, Benaras, Mirzapur 
and Monghyr in the period 1667-68. However, he does not 
appear to have paid much attention to the internal evidence of 
hukamnamas. He has no inkling of the crisis that appeared 
after the Guru's pontificate as is suggested by the text of a few 
hukamnamas in an indirect manner. Even the compositions of 
Guru Tegh Bahadur are not utilised by the scholar in order to 
interpret the hukamnamas. 

In fact the above works are aimed at introducing the 
source both to the scholars of Sikh history and the Sikhs at 
large. Their approach incorporates devotional overtone as well. 
No scholar has attempted to verify the authenticity of the 
documents. Collection of hukamnamas and their attribution to 
the Gurus are not based on any sound logical ground. Similarly, 
handwriting and style of writing are not accorded much 
attention. Ascriptions (mangal) and endorsements of various 
kinds found in the hukamnamas are not interpreted critically. 
Thus, they failed to realise the significance of these features as 
they could play a decisive role in the study of the source. 
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Both the scholars were aware of the historical values of 
the source, but their approach to the source was dichotomic. 
Ganda Singh was of the opinion that only two or three 
hukamnamas has direct reference to historical events. The 
'things demanded' by the Guru, in the hukamnamas was 
considered to be a basis for exploration of history. Fauja Singh 
also divided the evidence as "definite" and "not definite". The 
dichotomic approach inclined the scholars to rely on the material 
information only. Apparently they were not bothered about 
the intricate nature of the documents. Consequently, either the 
demand for more historical source material was emphasised or 
the historical crisis of the period was blamed for lack of source 
material. Fauja Singh remarks that precious historical material 
was destroyed during the turbulent period of eighteenth century. 

Lack of critical approach is also evident from the fact 
that the scholars did not use the word " hukamnamas 1 ' precisely. 
A hukamnama is, in fact, a letter of command or instruction 
written by the Sikh Gurus to Sikh Sangats or prominent Sikhs. 
Guru Tegh Bahadur called his letter a hukamnama (A-31; G- 
15). But the hukamnamas collected in these works do not belong 
only to this category. Not only letters issued by the prominent 
Sikhs on behalf of the Guru and by the members of Guru family 
but also the ones issued by Banda, Mata Sundari and Mata 
Sahib Devi after the demise of Guru Gobind Singh are there. 
Even the edicts issued on behalf of the Khalsa and also by the 
Takhats are categorised as hukamnamas. 

A critical study of the literature on hukamnamas provides 
us insights to deal with the source. Humble attempt like the 
present one approaches hukamnamas in two ways. Firstly, the 
available hukamnamas are studied critically to ensure their 
authenticity. An attempt is made to determine the authorship 
of the hukamnamas which do not have endorsements in the 
identical hand. In the study, a few hukamnamas are discussed 
for the first time in order to ensure the touchstone of 
genuineness. All the hukamnamas found authentic, are 
arranged in a sequence on the basis of internal evidence. An 
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effort has been made to determine their mutual relationship. 
The entire structure of relationships is placed in chronological 
order to understand and appreciate the evidence in a proper 
perspective. 

Secondly, insights drawn from the exercise are helpful in 
the understanding of the evidence. Every evidence is a tiny 
part of a complex web of historical reality, not to be interpreted 
in isolation. Besides, the evidence of hukamnamas has been 
studied in the light of Guru Tegh Bahadur's own compositions. 
It is my firm belief that it is not yet sufficient to understand the 
past in a holistic manner as the historical reality is far more 
coihplex and requires further scholarly attempts in the field. 



GENUINENESS OF THE HUKAMNAMAS 



A cursory look at thirty one hukamnamas ] attributed to 
Guru Tegh Bahadur reveals that they are not in one hand 
suggesting their disputed authorship and a need to ascertain 
the genuineness of Guru Tegh Bahadur's hukamnamas. 
Fortunately, there is a hukamnama (A-20 H) in the book Nishan 
Te Hukamname that helps us in this respect. It is written in two 
hands, out of which the main text seems to have been written 
by a scribe. It states that the hukamnama has been written on 
the instructions of 'Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Jeo' to the Sangat 
of Jagdeo under Bhai Ugar Sain. On the upper part of the 
hukamnama, almost the same content is repeated by a different 
hand in vertical. The hand of endorsement is taken to be that 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur. Twenty hukamnamas out of thirty one 
are not written by the scribe and are endorsed by the issuing 
authority. These are written entirely in one hand similar to that 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur. The remaining ten hukamnamas are 
written by the scribe and contain endorsements in a different 
hand. 

In order to underline the authenticity of the basic hukam- 
nama, it is essential to compare it with three hukamnamas whose 
internal evidences suggest that they are written by Guru Tegh 
Bahadur. The first hukamnama (A-31; G-15) is written from 
Monghyr where the Guru had stayed for a brief period. Two 
hukamnamas (A-35; G-21) and (A-34; G-23) contain Guru Tegh 
Bahadur's response on receiving the news of Gobind's birth at 
Patna and the looking after the child by Patna Sangat. All 
these hukamnamas are not written by scribe and endorsed by 
the Guru. On the other hand, they are entirely written in one 
hand. On comparing it with the basic hukamnama, it becomes 
clear that they share the characteristics of hand and style. The 
hukamnama starts with the ascription (mahgafy*gur sat or % guru 
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satf. In place of the vowel sign 'a' ( T ) the drop is used. Besides, 
the structure of some other vowel signs like 'ai f ( * ) and 'o* ( ^ ) 
are also peculiar. The peculiarity of hand is prominent in a 
number of letters especially in the formation of a loop like figure. 
The characteristic of hand not only underlines their unitary 
character but also helps us to exclude other hukamnamas 
attributed to Guru Tegh Bahadur. On the basis of hand, only 
twenty one out of thirty one hukamnamas are considered to 
have been written by Guru Tegh Bahadur. 2 As stated above 
except basic hukamnama, all others are entirely written by the 
Guru. 

I 

The remaining ten hukamnamas are not written by Guru 
Tegh Bahadur. Other distinct characteristics of these 
hukamnamas are the use of expression nihalu hogu. Six out of 
ten contain the expression 3 . Two out of the remaining four are 
not complete and one is undecipherable. Not a single 
hukamnama written by Guru Tegh Bahadur contains the 
expression. These hukamnamas are classified into five groups: 

I One hukamnama (A-37; G-9) 

II One hukamnama (A-48) 

III Six hukamnamas (A-23; G-8); (A-24; G-25); 

(A-25; G-26); (A-27; G-27); 
(A-28; G-29) and (A-26) 

IV One hukamnama (A-22; G-30) 

V One hukamnama (A-29) 

Like the hukamnamas of Guru Tegh Bahadur, the 
hukamnama of the first group contains ascription gar sati at 
the start but its hand differs considerably. It is addressed to 
BhaLJavehari Mai of Benaras Sangat and is entirely in one 
hand. Not only the hand is different th&spelling, too, of names 
of persons mentioned in the hukamnama are not same as in the 
hukamnamas of Guru Tegh Bahadur addressed to Benaras 
Sangat In the hukamnama, Bhai Javehari Mai and Kalyan Das 
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are spelt as Javehari Malu (r!#ufo >fl?) and Kalyani Dasu or 
Kalyan Das (orffcwfe ^H/afe»TO tTH). These names are spelt 
Javehar or Javehari Malu (H^Od/ n^udl Htt) and Kalyan Dasu 
(offoW) € T H) in Guru Tegh Bahadur's hukamnamas. So there 
is a little doubt that the hukamnama does not belong to Guru 
Tegh Bahadur. 

Six hukamnamas contain the expression nihal hogu. Two 
hukamnamas of group III contain the expression in the 
endorsement, besides the main body. They are (A-23; G-8) 
and (A-27; G-27). The expression is also found in the 
hukamnamas of Guru Hargobind and Guru Gobind Singh, 
besides the hukamnamas of Mata Sundari. 4 In many of the 
hukamnamas of Guru Gobind Singh, the expression occurs 
more than once. In one hukamnama (A-67; G-36) the 
expression comes both in the main body as well as in the 
endorsement. All these hukamnamas can be placed in two 
categories. The hukamnamas of the first category contain 
ascription of guru rakhaiga (3Ti| ^3P) at the start of 
endorsement But the hukamnamas containing the ascription 
guru*sati or sat guru fall into second category. The second 
category includes hukamnamas of 1st, Ilnd and Vth groups, 
group Illrd and I Vth come under first category. The expression 
guru rakhaiga is found also in almost all the hukamnamas of 
Guru Tegh Bahadur and Guru Gobind Singh. But it is not used 
as an ascription. There is one distinct feature. The hukamnamas 
having the ascription guru rakhaiga in the endorsement, do 
not contain it in the main body. Only one hukamnama drafted 
by the scribe and endorsed by Guru Tegh Bahadur himself 
contains a similar expression guru tusadi rakhaiga both in the 
body and in the endorsement. Hence, it appears that the 
hukamnamas containing the expression guru rakhaiga as an 
ascription are significantly different from the hukamnamas of 
second category and suggest a specific meaning. 

Almost all the hukamnamas of group III contain the 
expression guru rakhaiga in the endorsement and 'Sri Guru 
Jeo' is the opening line of the letter. This is not in consonance 
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with the opening words of hukamnama (A-20F) by the scribe. 
It suggests that the endorsement are not made by the Guru but 
by someone else on his behalf. Because of this, hukamnamas 
containing ascription guru sati or sat guru are written by Guru 
Tegh Bahadur and those containing the expression Sri Guru 
Jeo are written on behalf of the Guru. A look into the 
hukamnamas of Guru Hargobind and his son Bhai Gurditta 
supports our contention. A hukamnama of Guru Hargobind 
starts with the ascription guru sati (also sati guru in another) 
whereas the hukamnama by Gurditta opens with guru 
rakhaiga. s The change of ascription indicates the change of 
person as an issuing authority. The first is written by the Guru 
and the second on behalf of the Guru. Similarly, the 
hukamnamas written by Mata Sundari after the demise of Guru 
Gobind Singh have sarbat Khalsa guru rakhaiga in the 
endorsement by her own hand. 6 Hence, there is no doubt that 
six hukamnamas of group III and one of group IV are written 
on behalf of the Guru. 

From the discussion, it is evident that the hukamnama of 
group I is written by the Guru. It contains the expression nihalu 
hoe. But the expression is at the end of the hukamnama. It is 
also known that the expression does not occur in the other 
hukamnamas by Guru Tegh Bahadur On the contrary, two 
hukamnamas of Guru Gobind Singh bear the expression at the 
end. One is addressed to Bhai Ram Rai and Dai Lado and is 
pasted on the 40th folio of a manuscript copy of Guru Granth, 
preserved at Maini Sangat Gurdwara, Patna City. Another is 
addressed to Bhai Gurdas of Patna Sangat. 1 The handwritings 
of these hukamnamas have similarity with the hukamnama 
under discussion. The only difference is that of ascription. The 
ascription in Guru Gobind Singh's hukamnamas is Ek Onkar 
sat guru whereas this hukamnama starts with guru sati. But a 
perusal of Guru Gobind Singh's hukamnamas reveals that there 
are two ascription used in them. The first is Ek Onkar sat guru 
and the second is Ek Onkar guru sati. Hence, the difference of 
ascription no more remains a significant factor of distinction. 
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There is a significant fact that helps us to know the 
authorship of the hukamnama (A-37; G-9). It contains an 
expression khasmana karna. It is also found in the hukamnama 
of Hargobind. 8 Three of Guru Gobind Singh's hukamnamas 
also bear it. 9 These include one of Guru Gobind Singh's two 
hukamnamas mentioned above. But not a single hukamnama 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur contains the word khasmana. Even the 
hukamnamas written on behalf of the Guru are without it. It 
leads us to believe that the hukamnama of group I is of Guru 
Gobind Singh. Similarly, the hukamnama of group II has some 
similarity of hand with that of the first group. Though the 
hukamnama is not complete and appears to have been written 
on the cover of the hukamnama yet it contains ascription of Ek 
Onkar sati guru which is generally found in the hukamnamas 
of Guru Gobind Singh. But for want of tangible evidence, it 
could not be attributed to Guru Gobind Singh with certainty. 

As discussed above, all the six hukamnamas are written 
on behalf of the Guru. But the question arises on behalf of 
which Gurus these are written? All are addressed to Bhai Batha 
of Pattan Sangat. Besides, there are more hukamnamas 
addressed to Pattan Sangat. They include one hukamnama of 
Guru Harkrishan, a few written by Guru Gobind Singh and 
one of Mata Sahib Devi. The hukamnama of Guru Harkrishan 
contains the name of prominent Sikhs i.e. Bhai Ani Rai, Bhai 
Jasu, Bhai Ranga and Bhai Nihchal. It also contains the name 
of Bhai Batha. 10 In the hukamnama the receipt of the offerings 
sent to the Guru through Bhai Batha is acknowledged, 
suggesting relatively lower status of Bhai Batha in Pattan Sangat 
as his duty was that of a messenger. On the other hand, Guru 
Gobind Singh's hukamnamas are not addressed to any Sikh. 11 
As the six hukamnamas are addressed to Bhai Batha, its 
authorship could not be attributed to Guru Gobind Singh. Hence 
these hukamnamas must have been written after Guru 
Harkrishan. It could be safely presumed that these were written 
during the time of Guru Tegh Bahadur on his behalf, because 
the handwriting of the scribe of these hukamnamas are quite 
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identical with that of the basic hukamnama. 

The hukamnama of the fourth group is addressed to Bhai 
Malla and Bhai Bagha of a Sangat whose name is not mentioned. 
The main text is written by the scribe and endorsed on the 
upper part very briefly. Both the scribe and the endorser do not 
seem to be the same as in the six hukamnamas. Both use 's' and 
V jointly as sr Oj); the scribe while writing srabat (FjBS) and 
endorser while writing srakar CEprer). As the endorsement starts 
with the ascription guru rakhaiga in the same manner as are 
found in the six hukamnamas and their hand has a striking 
similarity, it is placed in group III. 

The hukamnama (A-29) of the last group could not be 
deciphered completely because of illegibility of hand. There is 
no use of vowel signs. Whatever little could be deciphered, 
helps us to know that the hukamnama is addressed to Bhai 
Dyal Das and Sati Das. It is entirely written in erne hand with 
the ascription EkOnkar gur sat at the start, suggesting that the 
hukamnama is written by the Guru. A comparison of the 
hukamnama with other hukamnamas addressed to Patna Sangat 
clearly suggests that its attribution to Guru Tegh Bahadur is not 
adequate. 

On the basis of the study, it is concluded that out of 31 
hukamnamas, twenty one are written by Guru Tegh Bahadur. 
Seven are written during the times of Guru Tegh Bahadur on 
his behalf. Two out of remaining three aire written by Guru 
Gobind Singh. However, the authorship of remaining one could 
not be ascertained. 

II 

The framework provided by the study helps us to look 
into the genuineness of other hukamnamas attributed to Guru 
Tegh Bahadur. Besides twenty eight hukamnamas mentioned 
above there are a few hukamnamas that are claimed to have 
been written by Guru Tegh Bahadur. Among them, three are 
available at a Gurdwara Bhai Banno at Kanpur where the 
popular Khari Bir of Bhai Banno is kept. One of them, addressed 
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to Bhai Ugar Sain and Bhai Lai Chand is included in the work 
Nishan Te Hukamname at no. 20H. Shamsher Singh Ashok has 
attributed it to Guru Tegh Bahadur. It is one of the twenty eight 
hukamnamas discussed above. The second hukamnama also 
addressed to Ugar Sain and included in the work mentioned 
above is said to have been written by Guru Hargobind. But 
Ashok is doubtful about the authorship of the hukamnama. He 
is of the opinion that the hukamnama seems to have been 
penned by someone among the Guru family. As the opening 
line of the endorsement (guru tusadi rakhaiga) suggests that it 
is written by someone on behalf of the Guru. Lack of similarity 
of hand with genuine hukamnamas does not seem to uphold 
the claim that it was written by Guru Tegh Bahadur. The third 
hukamnama is also addressed to Bhai Ugar Sain and others 
and similar to second as far the handwriting is concerned. 12 

A photocopy of a partially burnt hukamnama was in the 
possession of the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar. Names of 
a few Sikhs that survived in the letter suggest that it was 
addressed to Patna SangaL A minute study of letters leaves no 
doubt about the authorship; it was penned by Guru Tegh 
Bahadur. 

There are two hukamnamas, attributed to Guru Tegh 
Bahadur, whose original text is not extant. Scholars who 
consulted, them, cited only their translation or transliteration in 
English. In the article 'Sikh Relics in Eastern Bengal 1 , G. B. 
Singh has given the translation of a hukamnama claimed to 
have been written by Guru Tegh Bahadur' 3 . It is addressed to 
Bhais Bhagmal, Chhabildas, Nathormal and Saddrimal. It is 
stated to have been written by the scribe and is endorsed by the 
Guru. The scholar failed to decipher the whole text of the 
hukamnama. 

The hukamnama has also drawn the attention of Dr. Ved 
Prakash. In his book The Sikhs in Bihar, it is stated that "The 
latter is undated and the time suggested by the writer of the 
article does not appear to be in accordance with facts because, 
as already shown..., the Guru did not pay another visit to Patna 
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on his way homeward from Decca. So, if ever this latter was 
from Patna, it must have been done so before the Guru's 
departure for the east." 14 But the author does not go into the 
question of the genuineness of the hukamnama. However Dr. 
Prakash's treatment suggests a sense of indecision in accepting 
the hukamnama as authentic. Hence there is a need to discuss 
the hukamnama on the basis of information supplied by G. B. 
Singh. 

The scholar states that "A mere perusal (of the 
hukamnama) will make it at once clear that the original letter in 
each case is by the Guru himself and that the second version 
by his secretary or scribe, who does not merely copy out the 
letters again, but naturally introduced such phrases as This is 
the order of Guru 1 or by the order of the Guru, etc..." 15 Writing 
about the hukamnama, the scholar says "This letter is in a 
different handwriting and the script used in the key is the same, 
as in the three original letters (three hukamnamas of Guru 
Gobind Singh) discussed above, with only some vowel marks 
omitted." 16 His inability f to completely decipher the fourth 
duplicate letter, notwithstanding the key 1 , is because of 
peculiarity of hand in which 'vowel-marks are not used at all 
and the headline of most characters is also omitted; the 
characters also appear to be different. 117 The sceptic view of a 
prominent scholar of Gurmukhi script suggests obliquely that 
the said hukamnama was not written by Guru Tegh Bahadur 
himself. However, the ascriptions of the hukamnama helps us 
in this connection. The first ascription by the scribe is "1 
Aumkar Satguru" (^^^r^did) and the endorsement contains 
the second ascription "May God Protect You" (9Tf ^3F). These 
ascriptions suggest that the hukamnama was written on behalf 
of the Guru. But the translation of the endorsement on the 
hukamnama creates some confusion as it states that "I want 
one chira and one aswari.." suggesting that the endorsement 
was made by the Guru himself. If the endorsement is attributed 
to the Guru than the ascription must have been guru sati (dra 
Hfe) as is the case of hukamnama addressed to Bhai Ugar Sain 
(A-20?). 
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In fact, the hukamnama is written on behalf of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur the confusion appears to be due to inappropriate 
translation. The scholar also admits that he could not decipher 
the content of the endorsement completely. In this regard, it is 
significant to note that no hukamnama of Guru Tegh Bahadur 
refers to the Guru in first person. The endorsement of all the 
hukamnamas, both written by the Guru or on his behalf contain 
expression hazur (UtT^) for the Guru. Similarly the expression 
guru rakhaiga (3JjJ ^tfaF) has wrongly been translated as "May 
God Protect You". For example, the expression sarbat Sangat 
guru rakhaiga contained in the hukamnama of Guru Gobind 
Singh (G-40) has been translated as "may God protect the whole 
congregation." 18 

Hence, there is a little doubt that the hukamnama is written 
on behalf of the Guru Tegh Bahadur. In this connection it is 
Significant to note that the name of two Sikhs Bhai Bhagmal 
and Chhabildas mentioned in the hukamnamas are also referred 
to in hukamnamas of Patna Sangat. Moreover, a hukamnama 
addressed to Benaras Sangat states that the Guru's horse named 
Sridhar was ill at Benaras and the present hukamnama demands 
a new horse (»iH^'dl) from a Sangat at Decca. Both the facts 
appear to be interrelated. However, in the absence of original 
hukamnama it is placed separately. 

Another hukamnama, attributed to Guru Tegh Bahadur, 
is reproduced in Roman letters by TP. Russell Stracey in the 
work The History of the Muhiyals. 19 The text of hu! imnai a 
appears to have been written on the instruction of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur to Bhai Lakhya, Sahib and Lada. The reproduced 
hukamnama appears to be incomplete. Besides, absence of 
endorsement, the hukamnama does not contain any specific 
instruction. Even the reproduction of hukamnama suggests 
that some portions of the text is missing. For example, after 
the initial two lines the text only contains two expressions Sangat 
de manorath guru pure karega and Sangat di seva da vela hai 
in two indented lines suggesting that some part of the text is 
missing because of inability to decipher the text. 
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The hukamnama starts with the ascription 'Ek-Onkar' and 
like early hukamnama (A-20H) addressed to Bhai Ugar Sain 
contains Guru Tegh Bahadur's name by the scribe. 20 JEven some 
of the expressions in the hukamnama bear a striking similarity 
with the other hukamnmas of Guru Tegh Bahadur. 21 All these 
characteristics suggest that the hukamnama is undoubtedly a 
genuine one, but Is not fully reproduced. 

During my survey, I came across six more hukamnamas 
claimed to have been associated with Guru Tegh Bahadur. Five 
of them are preserved in a Gurdwara at Hasanpur-Kabulpur in 
Patiala district. The sixth one is in Gurdwara Dukh Niwaran at 
Patiala. 

One of the hukamnama is on copper plate and is stated to 
have been issued by the Bengal Darbar. It also contains the 
name of Fateh Chand Mewra. Another hukamnama, containing 
the reference to Fateh Chand is stated to have been issued by 
Kashi Darbar. In the third hukamnama the name of Fateh Chand 
does figure and Guru Tegh Bahadur's martyrdom is narrated in 
future tense. However, it contains the date of 3rd Maghar, 1732 
Bk two days prior to the event. Out of remaining two 
hukamnamas, one forbids the Sikhs to observe certains kurehats 
and the other contains much later date i.e. 18S8 Bk or AD 
1801. Karam Singh Historian appears to have consulted the 
hukamnamas. 22 However, he failed to understand its spurious 
character and mistakenly underlined their historical values. All 
these hukamnamas are not genuine as far the hand and style 
are concerned. 

The sixth hukamnama, kept in Gurdwara Dukh Niwaran 
at Patiala, is written by Bhagar Ram Jhior. It contains the 
ascription Ek Ankar ji sahai *XaF3 rft Hd'fc) which is not 
found in any of the Guru's hukamnamas. The date 1748 Bk in 
the hukamnama is changed to 1728 Bk by skillfully making 
certain changes. Even the script appears to be of recent time. 
For the reasons one cannot accept its claim to be genuine. 

Out of twelve hukamnamas discussed in this section, only 
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three hukamnamas appear to have been written by Guru Tegh 
Bahadur genuinely or on his behalf These are: partially burnt 
hukamnama and two hukamnamas reporduced in English 
translation and in transliteration. However, these are categorised 
separately. 
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1 . Herein the references to the hukamnamas are given In abrevlated form in 
which 'A 1 stands for Shamsher Singh Ashok's book Nishan Te Hukamname and 
'G' stands for Ganda Singh's work Hukamname. Thirty one hukamnamas are: 

I. (A-20 S), 2. (A-20 H), 3. (A-21; G-38), 4. (A-22; G-30), 5. (A-23; G-8), 6. 
(A-24; G-25), 7. (A-25; G-26), 8. (A-26), 9. (A-27; G-27), 10. (A-28; G-29), 

II. (A-29), 12. (A-30; G-22), 13. (A-31; G-15), 14. (A-32; G-13), 15. (A-33; 
G-17), 16. (A-34; G-23), 17. (A-35; G-21), 18. (A-36; G-12), 19. (A-37; G- 
9), 20. (A-38; G-10), 21. (A-39; G-Il), 22. (A-40; G-16), 23. (A-41; G-19), 
24. (A-42), 25. (A-43; G-14), 26. (A-44; G-18), 27. (A-45), 28. (A-46), 29. 
(A-47; G-20), 30. (A-48), 31. (G-24). 

2. These hukamnamas arc: 1. (A-20S), 2. (A-20 H), 3. (A-21; G-38), 4. (A-26), 
5. (A-30; G-22), 6. (A-31; G-15), 7. (A-32; G-13), 8. (A-33; G-17), 9. (A-34; 
G-23), 10. (A-35; G-27), 11. (A-36; G-12), 12. (A-38; G-10), 13. (A-39; G- 
11), 14. (A-40; G-16), 15. (A-41; G-19), 16. (A-42), 17. (A-43; G-14), 18. 
(A-44; G-18), 19. (A-45), 20. (A-46) and 21. (G-24). 

3. 1. (A-23; G-8); 2. (A-24; G-25); 3. (A-25; G-26), 4. (A-27; G-27), 5. (A-28; 
G-29), 6. (A-37; G-9). 

4. The hukamnamas of Guru Hargobind are: 1. (A-5; G-2), and 2. (A-9; G-3) 
and that of Guru Gobind Singh's are 1. (G-35) and 2. (A-64; G-39). For 
hukamnamas of Mata Sundari, sec 1. (A-95; G-68); 2. (A-100; G-73) and 3. 
(A- 102; G-79). 

5. See (A-5; G-2); (A-9; G-3) and (A-10; G-4). 

6. Sec (A-86; G-70). 

7. See (A-64; G-39) and (A-67; G-41). 

8. See (A-5; G-2). 

9. See (A-83), (A-84; G-54), (A-85; G-56). 

10. See (A-15; G-6). 

11. See (A-78; G-50); (A-79; G-52). 

12. Though it has not been Included in any work, yet it could not be claimed to 
have been written by Guru Tegh Bahadur. 

13. See Gurbakhsh Singh, "Sikh Relics in Eastern Bengal" Decca Review, 1915, 
1916, reproduced in The Punjab; Past and Present, Punjabi University, Patlala, 
Vol. IX-1, April 1975. 

14. Ved Prakash (Dr.), The Sikhs in Bihar, Jankl Prakashan, Patna 1981, p. 69. 

15. Gurbaksh Singh, Op. cit, p. 88. 



18 HUKAMNAMAS OF GURU TEGH BAHADUR : A HISTORICAL STUDY 

16. Ibid,, p. 89. 

17. Ibid. 

18. Ibid., p. 90. 

19. See T. P. Russet Stracey, The History of the Muhiyals: The Militant Brahman 
Race of India, Civil and Military Gazette Press Lahore, 1931. 

20. Ibid., p. 26; 'Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Ji enjoins*. 

21. These expressions are: 'Sarab Sangat Guru tusadi rakhega', 'Sangat de 
manorath Guru pure karega', 'Sangat de seva da vela haV and 'tun guran da 
poot haV, 'tere ooper khushi haV and 'guru Sangat de bohari karega'. 

Sgy, yftupm 1964, tin 48: 

"feR yftSH (5J §31 H0»t?3 tit $ <FtT fifcf 98^ o 7 ?? >HWH tft yftJH) fef 5§ €t? 

orft fesr ftta wfe^j fft # ift, ft wfegj tft fta* ift, few # usowfVp^ fe^ 

i}33 cRJSfr fisftW $ I fefl tft U 1 * TF&t § ^)WT VdH'Jl fft # "BUS FT% 
gcDWft H?S fag* ftS* ^ 3* Hi" »f>teor <J7>, fecT UoftOTft 75^f U r 3H r Ut fft § 

jm ^ 7T& a?r § feof sn^f y'dw Jl £ i fcHwHot TAdi'd 75^? fej gsowA 



ARRANGEMENT OF HUKAMNAMAS 

Twenty eight hukamnamas in all are associated with Guru 
Tegh Bahadur. Twenty one of them are written by the Guru 
himself and the remaining on his behalf. Besides three more 
hukamnamas are considered to be genuine. To arrange them 
in a sequence is essential to determine their value and 
significance. But this task is not easy. The hukamnamas are 
not dated. However, an effort would be made to arrange these 
hukamnamas in a chronological sequence as well as to 
determine their mutual relationship. 

I 

Out of twenty eight hukamnamas y twenty one written by 
the Guru himself, are addressed to four Sangats namely Ramdas 
Jagdeo, Benaras, Mirzapur and Patna. Except the first, all other 
Sangats are out of Punjab. The remaining seven hukamnamas, 
written on Guru's behalf, are addressed to two Sangats. The 
first Sangat is Pattan or Pak Pattan and the place of second 
Sangat is not mentioned. However, the content of hukamnamas 
addressed to the second Sangat appears to suggest that it was 
situated in the vicinity of Bakala 1 . However, three additional 
hukamnamas would be discussed separately. The hukamnamas 
would be arranged in a chronological sequence. Only then 
their mutual relationship, if any, can be looked into. It would 
help us to have an overview of the whole gamut of relations of 
these hukamnamas. 

Ramdas Jagdeo Sangat 

There are three hukamnamas addressed to the Sangat of 
Ramdas Jagdeo in the M ajha region of the Punjab. One of them 
(A-20^) seems to suggest the crisis that arose after the 
pontification of Guru Tegh Bahadur. The fact has found 
expression in a suggestive manner. It also reflects the state of 

I 
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instability as a number of claimants of Guruship seems to have 
been exerting their influences on Sikh Sangats. While 
acknowledging the services of Bhai Ugar Sain, a Masand, Guru 
Tegh Bahadur had expected more support in the hour of crisis 2 . 
The second hukamnama (A-20H) contains instruction to Bhai 
Ugar Sain for bringing a pair of oxen. It suggests a brief absence 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur from Bakala. The third hukamnama 
(A-21; G-38) is, in fact, an acknowledgement of the second. 
Bhai Ugar Sain is appreciated for obeying the Guru even in his 
absence. Though there is a gap of some time between the first 
and the other two yet these hukamnamas are earliest of all to 
give the impression that these had been written immediately 
after the pontification. The sequence of these hukamnamas is 
as follow: 

1. (A-20H) 

2. (A-20H) 

3. (A-21; G-38) 
Patna Sangat 

Most of the eight hukamnamas addressed to Patna Sangat 
give the names of a number of Sikhs alongwith their Masands*. 
A look into the sequence of the prominent Sikhs suggests that 
except Bhai Dedmal, the sequence of the prominent Sikhs 
remain almost unchanged. The place of Bhai Dedmal undergoes 
a change. He comes at eleventh place in one hukamnama (A- 
30; G-22). In five hukamnamas i.e. (A-31; G-15); (A-35; G- 
21); (A-34; G-23); (A-33; G-17) and (A-32; G-13) he is number 
eight. He occupies the seventh place in hukamnama (G-24). 
His position undergoes a change in the eighth hukamnama (A- 
36; G-12) when his name figures at number four. The change 
of position appears to be an index of mobility, upward or 
downward, and as such helps in placing the hukamnamas in 
sequence. 

The following four groups of hukamnamas are: 
I. One hukamnama (A-30; G-22) 
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II. Five hukamnamas (A-31; G-15); (A-35; G-21); (A-34; 
G-23); (A-33; G-17) and (A-32; G-13). 

III. One hukamnama (G-24) 

IV. One hukamnama (A-36; G-12) 

Before looking into the sequence of hukamnamas of the 
second group, it is essential to see whether the criterion of change 
of position indicates upward mobility or otherwise. 

On comparing hukamnamas of the last two groups with 
five hukamnamas of the second an impression of a gap of time 
is given. The hukamnamas of the second group indicate Guru 
Tegh Bahadur's travel to the east of Patna, his stay at Monghyr 
and other places, birth of child Gobind at Patna during his travel. 
On the other hand the two hukamnamas of group III and IV 
seem to indicate the last phase of Guru's journey in haste to 
reach Delhi. In hukamnama (G-24) Patna Sangat was instructed 
to send a few articles as gifts to Saiffuddin at Delhi and in (A- 
36; G-12) Patna Sangat was asked to rush to meet him during 
his sojourn on his way to Delhi. The Guru seems to have been 
pressed for little time. There are two hukamnamas of the second 
group that contain definite historical facts. The first hukamnama 
(A-35; G-21) refers to the birth of child Gobind at Patna. In the 
second (A-34; G-23) Patna Sangat is blessed for looking after 
the child. Bachittra Natak testifies that the child was born when 
the Guru family came to Patna from the Punjab. 4 These 
hukamnamas are earlier than the ones of group III and IV. The 
sequence of hukamnamas addressed to Patna Sangat represents 
the rise of Bhai Decimal's status, as his place moves from 11, 8, 
7 and 4. 

The remaining cluster of five hukamnamas in group II, 
may be arranged with the help of internal evidences. In one 
hukamnama (A-31; G-15), written from Monghyr, (in Bihar 
state), the advice of Bhai Dyai Das has been sought so that 
Shahzadpur Sangat could be written to send for the dera. He 
is also asked to bring all the Masands of Patna Suba for a 
darshan. A hukamnama (A-40; G-16), addressed to Benaras 
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Sangat, indicates Guru's stay at Monghyr. Both the 
hukamnamas belong to the same period. The hukamnama (A- 
31; G-15) can be placed at the beginning. 

One hukamnama (A-33; G-17) asks Bhai Dyal Das to 
bring Sikh Sangat to have Guru's darshan. It also states that 
the Guru's departure from Manghyr is fixed in the sixth month 
of luner year (Assu). As Bhai Dyal Das is asked to come quickly, 
it is evident that the hukamnama (A-33; G-17) is written after 
the hukamnama (A-31; G-15). 

Of the remaining three hukamnamas two are inter-related. 
They have a reference to child Gobind. Hukamnama (A-35; 
G-21) mentions the birth of child Gobind; (A-34; G-23) has 
(Sum's blessing to Patna Sangat for looking after the child in a 
befitting manner. The last hukamnama (A-32; G-13) has an 
obvious relationship with the former hukamnama (A-34; G- 
23). Patna Sangat has been blessed in the former for rendering 
service to child Gobind. It also inquires if the tents have come 
from some Raja, whose name does not figure. But in the last 
hukamnama, the Guru asks the Patna Sangat to put up his family 
in an appropriate and big haveli (mansion). These facts place 
it at the end of the cluster. So, the sequence of the five 
hukamnamas is: 

1. (A-31; G-15) 

2. (A-33; G-17) 

3. (A-35; G-21) 

4. (A-34; G-23) 

5. (A-32; G-13) 

Mirzapur Sangat 

Only one hukamnama (A-47; G-20) written to Mirzapur 
Sangat is available. The Sangat alongwith the Sangat of 
Benaras Suba is under the Masands of Patna. The Sangat is 
advised to send the offerings to Bhai Dyal Das. 

Benaras Sangat 

Unlike Patna Sangat, the hukamnamas to Benaras Sangat 
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are difficult to put in a proper sequence. The sequence of names, 
as in the hukamnamas of Patna Sangat, are not constant. A 
number of them are in more than one hukamnama. A close 
scrutiny suggests that not all of these hukamnamas are written 
to Benaras Sangat, Three of them are written to the Benaras 
Suba. Hence these hukamnamas should be discussed separately 
before ascertaining their mutual relationship. 

Of the nine hukamnamas, three written to Benaras Suba 
are (A-40; G-16), (A-43; G-ll) and (A-46). The first 
hukamnama has Bhai Bhoti Seth at the second place after Bhai 
Javehari Mai. In the second hukamnama, he occupies fourth 
place. The third does not contain his name. Presuming that 
the mobility of status of Bhai Bhoti is upward, three 
hukamnamas can be placed in the following order: 

1. (A-43; G-ll) 

2. (A-40; G-16) 

3. (A-46) 

The reason of placing the hukamnama (A-46) at the end will 
be discussed below. 

The rest of the six hukamnamas addressed to Benaras 
Sangat need a separate arrangement. One (A-38; G-10) has 
Bhai Jawehari Mai only. The hukamnama constitutes group I. 

The other five hukamnamas can be placed in two groups. 
The first group cqnsists of four hukamnamas i.e.. (A-39; G-ll), 
(A-41; G-19), (A-45) and (A-44; G-18). The second group 
has only one hukamnama of Benaras Suba to form a group. 
Last hukamnama (A-42) does not contain the name of Bhai 
Bhoti and as such is placed in the end. Hence, the six 
hukamnamas can be placed in the following groups: 

I. One hukamnama (A-38; G-10) 

II. Four hukamnamas (A-39; G-ll) (A-41; G-19), (A-45), 
(A-44; G-18) 

III. One hukamnama (A-42) 
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In order to decide the relative positions of these groups 
vis-a-vis the hukamnamas of Benaras Suba, the status of certain 
Sikhs in the hukamnamas are significant. The hukamnama of 
last group (A-42) appears to be related to the hukamnama (A- 
46) of Benaras Suba as both do not contain the name of Bhai 
Bhoti. It is also corroborated by the fact that Bhai Babu/Babu 
Rai's name falls at fourth place in both the hukamnamas. Also, 
the hukamnama (A-42) has a direct and obvious relationship 
with the hukamnama (A-45) of the group II. At the end of the 
group hukamnama (A-45), addressed to the Suba of Benaras, 
can be placed. So the sequence of last three hukamnamas would 
be as under: 



Out of the remaining four, three hukamnamas of group II 
and hukamnama (A-40; G-16) addressed to Benaras Suba 
contain Bhai Kalyan Mai's name at fifth place before 
hukamnama (A-45) of group II as it contains Bhai Kalyan Mai's 
name at fourth place. 

Another hukamnama (A-41; G-19) of group II can be 
placed at sixth position in the sequence as the name of Bhai 
Bhoti comes at third place whereas in the hukamnama (A-45), 
it comes at second place. 

However, this hukamnama (A-41; G-19) of group II can 
be placed after hukamnama (A-43; G-14) addressed to Benaras 
Suba as the status of Bhai Bhoti undergoes a rise. Hence that 
sequence of last seven out of ten hukamnamas would be as 
under: 

(A-43; G-14) Benaras Suba 3 



(A-45) 
(A-42) 

(A-46) Benaras Suba 



9 



8 



7 



(A-44; G-18) 
(A-41; G-19) 

(A-40; G-16) Benaras Suba 
(A.45) 



4 



7 



6 



5 
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(A-42) 

(A-46) Benaras Suba 



8 



9 



One hukamnama (A-38; G-10) out of remaining two 
hukamnamas contain the name of Bhai Javehri Mai only. 
However, its content helps us to determine its relative position. 
In the hukamnama, the Sangat of Benaras has been advised to 
attend to Sridhar, the horse, and to send it to Patna when it is 
fully restored. It appears to have been written just after reaching 
Patna from Benaras and as such it can be placed at the first 
place. The remaining hukamnama (A-39; G-ll) is from group 
II. Hukamnamas (A-39; G-ll) and (A-43; G-14) indicate the 
elevation of status of Bhai Bhoti. In the former hukamnama 
(A-39; G-ll) Bhai Bhoti is at sixth place and in the latter (A- 
43; G-14), his name figures at fourth position. Hence, the first 
hukamnama appears to have been written before the second 
one. Three hukamnamas can be arranged as under : 



(A-43; G-14) Benaras Suba 3 

The sequence of all the hukamnamas of Benaras Sangat 
is as follow: 

1. (A-38; G-10) 

2. (A-39; G-ll) 

3. (A-43; G-14) Benaras Suba 

4. (A-44; G-18) 

5. (A-41; G-19) 

6. (A-40; G-16) Benaras Suba 

7. (A-45) 

8. (A-42) 

9. (A-46) Benaras Suba 
Patten Sangat 

There are seven hukamnamas, written on the instructions 



(A-38; G-10) 
(A-39; G-ll) 



1 

2 
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of Guru Tegh Bahadur and were endorsed on his behalf. Out 
of them six hukamnamas are written to the Sangat of Pattan 
and one to a Sangat presumably in the Majha region whose 
name has not been stated. These six hukamnamas are addressed 
to Bhai Batha. He is said to be the beloved Sikh or son of the 
Guru. Almost all the hukamnamas contain the instruction to 
bring the Sangat of Pattan for darshan. The Sangat has been 
asked to obey Bhai Batha. In order to determine the sequence 
of these hukamnamas, the content provides some help. In the 
hukamnama (A-28; G-29) both the scribe and the endorser 
underlines (he fact that it Is the time for the Sikhs to render their 
services. The other four hukamnamas do not speak of this fact. 
But the emphasis on the Sikhs to obey Bhai Batha indicates 
that the crisis of Guruship has not been fully resolved. 

Hence the hukamnama (A-28; G-29) can be placed earlier 
succeeded by the other five hukamnamas. All these 
hukamnamas seem to have been written in the earlier period of 
the pontiflcation of the Guru. This fact can be obliquely 
corroborated as Bhai Batha was the person who is mentioned 
to have gone to Guru Harkrishan to hand over the offerings. 
The prominent Masands and Sikhs at that time was Bhai Ani 
Rai, Bhai Jasu, Bhai Ranga, Bhai Hajoori and Bhai Nehchal. 5 
But after the pontiflcation of Guru Tegh Bahadur the status of 
Bhai Batha appears to have undergone a change. The Ave 
hukamnamas could not be arranged in a sequence for lack of 
internal evidence. However, they seem to have been written 
during a short period of time immediately after the pontiflcation 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur. 

I (A-28; G-29) 

II (A-23; G*8) 

(A-24; G-25) 

(A-25; G-26) 

(A-26) 

(A-27; G-27) 
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A Sangat in Majha region 

As discussed above one of the hukamnama (A-22; G- 
30) is addressed to Bhai Malla and Bhai Bagha, but it does not 
contain the name of the Sangat. The hukamnama contains the 
name of village Dhardev, Jamalpur and Bakala. All the places 
are in the vicinity of Bakala. 

Three Additional hukamnamas 

The hukamnama addressed to Bhai Lakhya and others is 
one of the earliest hukamnamas like the hukamnama (A-20H) 
addressed to Bhai Ugar Sain because it also has the name of 
Guru Tegh Bahadur. The other two hukamnamas contain only 
the expression 'Sri Guru Jeo'. The hukamnama addressed to 
Bhai Lakhya is incomplete and does not specify the purpose. 
However, the Muhiyals believe that "the purpose of this edict 
was to exhort in befitting terms Bhai Lakhya to join the service 
of the Guru." Bhai Lakhya had died before this call could reach 
him. Dewan Mati Das and his son presented themselves before 
the Guru and received charge of the finances. 6 Bansawalinama 
states that after the pontification of Guru Tegh Bahadur, Dargah 
Mai offered the services of Mati Das and Sati Das to the Guru. 7 
From the hukamnamas of Guru Gobind Singh in the possession 
of Chhibar family it is learnt that Bhai Lakhya belonged to 
Kariyala Sangat} The hukamnama not only underlines the 
contest, its magnitude for the pontification but also Guru Tegh 
Bahadur had to look for loyal Sikhs. 

There is a partially burnt hukamnama addressed to Patna 
Sangat. It suggests that many hukamnamas of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur have not survived. It finds support from ensuing 
discussion of mutual relationship of the hukamnamas of Patna 
and Benaras Sangat The remarkable point of the hukamnama 
is that it has three additional new names to the sixteen of the 
earlier collections. The hukamnama appears to belong to the 
hypothetical construction in the ensuing section. 

The third hukamnama reproduced by G.B. Singh is written 
on behalf of Guru Tegh Bahadur to Bhais Bhag Mai, Chhabil 
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Das, Saddhri Mai and Nathor Mai. It is stated to have been 
written from Patna to a Sangat at Decca. 9 As. suggested 
elsewhere, the hukamnama appears to have been written 
sometimes between his arrival at and short absence from Patna. 
Ved Prakash also believes that "if ever this letter was written 
from Patna, it must have been done so before the Guru's 
departure for the east." 10 The hukamnama indicates Guru's 
connection with the Sangats of eastern India. Consequently, 
Guru's visit to Decca can not be ruled out. 

II 

The hukamnamas written to Patna and Benaras Sangats 
are mutually related. It is because all these hukamnamas belong 
to the same period. The hukamnama (A-40; G-16) of the 
Benaras Suba and hukamnama (A-31; G-15) have obvious 
connection because they are written from Monghyr as the 
content of both the hukamnamas suggests. On the basis of this 
connection, the sequence of hukamnamas belonging to both 
the Sangats can be conjeoturally placed as follow: 

Benaras Patna 

I (A-38; G-10) 

II (A-39; G-ll) 
(A-43; G-14) 
(A-44; G-18) 

(A-41; G-19) (A-30; G-22) 

(A-40; G-16) ( ) (A-31; G-15) 

(A-45) (A-33; G-17) 

(A-42) (A-35; G-21) 

(A-46) (A-34; G-23) 

(A-32; G-13) 
HI - (G-24) 

(A-36; G-12) 

The hukamnamas written both to Benaras and Patna 
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Sangats can be placed in three hypothetical sections. The first 
section contains only one hukamnama (A-38; G-10) written 
from Patna and addressed to Benaras Sangat. It is an archival 
evidence of Guru's visit to Patna. The last two hukamnamas in 
the list i.e. (G-24) and (A-36; G- 12) can be placed in the third 
section because these were written on his return journey from 
eastern India to Delhi. These hukamnamas suggest that Guru 
Tegh Bahadur did not go to Patna where his family was residing. 
In contrast to the hukamnama of the first section, the 
hukamnamas of the third section belong to Patna Sangat. The 
remaining hukamnamas are addressed to both the Sangats. 
These hukamnamas appear to have been written by the Guru 
during his itinerary to eastern India. This categorisation of 
hukamnamas suggests an obvious gap of time. It also suggests 
that the hukamnamas, though a few in number yet cover a 
long period of time. The sequential placing of the hukamnamas 
of both the Sangats indicates gaps suggesting that numerous 
hukamnamas have not reached us. 

Ill 

The arrangement of hukamnamas in a sequence is 
meaningful only if it is viewed in its entirety in order to see the 
period covered by them. The hukamnamas of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur are not dated; it is essential to ascertain their period. 
Internal evidence come to our rescue in this regard. It would 
help us to understand their evidence in a better perspective. 

On the basis of internal evidence, the hukamnamas can 
be classified into four broad categories. The first category of 
hukamnamas are directed to be written by Guru Tegh Bahadur 
himself. They belong to the. period just after the Guru's 
pontification. The hukamnamas are addressed to Sangat 
Ramdas Jagdeo. The situation was not normal. The rival claims 
to Guruship led to hostility in the Sikh Sangats. In hukamnamas 
there appears to be an effort to handle the situation by 
persuation. 11 In one hukamnama (A-20F) Bhai Ugar Sain 
stated to be the leading Masand. Ramdas Gurditta, Bhai GOriya 
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and Bhai Kalyan Das are summoned. It is hoped that the wise 
and loyal Masand would respond favourably. 

Six hukamnamas written to Pattan Sangat on behalf of 
the^ Guru belong to second category. One more hukamnama 
(A-22; G-30) belongs to this category. It is written to a Sangat 
in the vicinity of Bakala. These hukamnamas written by a scribe 
and were endorsed by someone on behalf of the Guru. Except 
these seven hukamnamas, all the other hukamnamas are written 
entirely by the Guru in his own hand. These hukamnamas are 
twenty two in number. It is obvious that Guru Tegh Bahadur 
used to write the letters himself. The letters written on his behalf 
indicate his absence from Bakala. When the hukamnamas were 
written, Guru Tegh Bahadur's absence was not to be long as 
the Masands are asked to bring Sikh congregations for Guru's 
darshan on the occasion of Diwali festival. Opposition of the 
Guru has not fully subsided. Bhai Batha is still stated to be the 
son of the Gunl and his words are the orders of the Guru. The 
Sikh Sangat is advised to be faithful. 12 

About six hukamnamas of the second category, Dr. Fauja 
Singh has a different assumption. He is of the opinion that these 
hukamnamas "which are addressed to the congregation of Pattan 
and its chief functionary, Bhai Batha, in all probability belong 
to the years 1671 to 1675", 13 or the last phase of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur's life. 

His assumption is based on the fact that "from middle of 
1673 to the end of 1674, the Guru was away in the Malwa and 
Bangar Desh, busy meeting his devoted people and delivering 
to them his message of courage and hope. 1114 The scholar's 
assumption is based on the Bhatt Vahis. According to Bhatt 
Vahis Guru Tegh Bahadur was away in the Malwa and Bangar 
Desh. As the hukamnamas also suggest the Guru's absence 
from Bakala, it is assumed that these hukamnamas were written 
during this period. However, the Internal evidence is not taken 
care of. In fact the hukamnamas appear to underline the office 
of Masand. The Sikhs are advised to be obedient. These also 
suggest that the Sangat of Pattan is Khalsa or directly under 
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the supervision of the Guru. As the latter hukamnamas do not 
emphasise this point, it is obvious that these were written during 
the crisis of Guruship. 

The third set of nineteen hukamnamas are written during 
the eastern intineray of Guru Tegh Bahadur. Seventeen out of 
them pertain to third category. These hukamnamas belong to 
Patna, Benaras and Mirzapur Sangats. As their sequence and 
mutual relationship suggest, these cover a long period of time. 

There are two hukamnamas (G-24) and (A-36; G-12) that 
can be placed in the last category. As discussed above the 
hukamnamas belong to last period when Guru Tegh Bahadur 
had to rush to Delhi without meeting his family. Even the passage 
of time between the third and last categories of hukamnamas is 
quite long. 

Thus last two categories of hukamnamas become all the 
more significant in further research about Guru Tegh Bahadur's 
activities in the eastern India. According to Dr. Fauja Singh all 
the hukamnamas were written to Patna, Benaras and Mizapur 
Sangats during a period of one year i.e. from 1667-1668. 15 
But the above study does not support this conclusion. On the 
contrary, the period of Guru Tegh Bahadur's stay and 
organizational activities seems to be pretty long. 
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EVIDENCE OF HUKAMNAMAS 

Hukamnamas are significant source of history. They throw 
light on the life and activities of the Gurus, on the institution of 
Sikh Sangat and the socio-religious life of the Sikhs. They also 
contain implicitly a few references to historical incidents. A 
historical insight from information helps us to reinterpret the 
existing evidence in a new perspective to give a better 
understanding on a few key issues. 

As discussed above hukamnamas cover almost entire 
period of Guru Tegh Bahadur's pontificate and are classified 
into three periods. First period starts just after the pontification 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur in the year 1664. The eastern itinerary 
of the Guru constitutes the second period. Last period, 
represented only by two hukamnamas, marks the end of Guru 
Tegh Bahadur's activities in the east. Guru Tegh Bahadur arrived 
Delhi in 1670. 1 The execution of the GurU took place in 1675. 
So the evidence of hukamnamas refers almost to the entire 
period of Guru's pontificate. 

The major issue in the life of Guru Tegh Bahadur was to 
shoulder the responsibilities of Guruship. Gurmukhi sources 
are unanimous that Guru Harkrishan, the eighth Guru, passed 
away at Delhi without mentioning the name of his successor. 
His last words were *Baba Bakala 9 indicating that the true 
successor of the Guru was at Baba Bakala. The Sikh tradition 
also entrusts on Makhan Shah, a trader, the responsibility of 
declaring Guru Tegh Bahadur, the true Guru out of twenty two 
claimants. 2 In this connection, the evidence provided by 
hukamnamas is clear and firm. 

Out of the early hukamnamas, six are written on the 
instructions of Guru Tegh Bahadur to Bhai Batha, the Masand 
of Pattan Sangat? There is also a hukamnama whose text 
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suggests that it was written on the instruction of Guru Harkrishan 
to Bhai Ani Rai, Bhai Jasu, Bhai Ranga, Bhai Hazuri and Bhai 
Nehchal, the Masands and prominent Sikhs of Pattan Sangat. 
It contains the name of Bhai Batha, a Sikh who conveys 
personally the offering of the Sangat to the Guru. 4 As both the 
hukamnamas have the name of Bhai Batha, their connection 
cannot be denied. The significant fact to be noted in these 
hukamnamas is their common scribe (or calligraphist). The fact 
underlines the institutional character of hukamnama, and points 
out that after the demise of Gum Harkrishan, his office continued 
to work under Guru Tegh Bahadur. The hukamnama clearly 
underlines the legitimacy of Guru Tegh Bahadurs pontiflcation. 
Another hukamnama by the same scribe opens with the name 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur like "This is Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur's 
commandment to Bhai Ugar Sain." 5 Another hukamnama 
addressed to Bhai Lakhya and others mentions Guru Tegh 
Bahadur. However, the remaining hukamnamas contain the 
word 'Guru' only. 

Hukamnamas help us in understanding how Guru Tegh 
Bahadur asserted his authority as a Guru. During the crisis within 
the Sikh Panth, Guru Tegh Bahadur elevated Bhai Batha to the 
status of Masand of Pattan Sangat. Bhai Batha was messenger 
at the time of Guru Harkrishan, whereas Bhai Ani Rai, Bhai 
Jasu, Bhai Ranga, Bhai Hazuri and Bhai Nehchal were Masands 
and prominent Sikhs. These Sikhs do not figure again in the 
hukamnamas of Guru Tegh Bahadur. Absence of their names 
and the elevation of Bhai Batha's status indicate the crisis in 
the Sikh Sangat that was sorted out by the Guru. Equally early 
hukamnamas suggest that Guru Tegh Bahadur organised Sikh 
Sangat with the help of loyal Sikhs and Masands. The crisis 
was two-fold. On the one hand, some Masands were not loyal 
to the Guru on the other, a number of Sikhs were in a state of 
confusion in the face of violent propaganda by the claimants. 
Besides, appointing new Masands, the Guru also won over a 
few prominent Sikhs. 

In this connection hukamnama (A-20E) provides 
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significant evidence. While writing to Bhai Ugar Sain, the 
Masand of Ramdas, Guru Tegh Bahadur summons Bhai 
Gurditta, Bhai Guriya and Bhai Kalyan Das. As soon as they 
come, it is further stated, the entire fact would be known. 
Obviously, it indicates Guru's personal effort to handle the 
situation. Loyal Masands were also taken into confidence. A 
few Sikhs did not appear to be satisfied with the arrangement. 
In the case of Bhai Batha, the Guru tried to strengthen his 
authority by calling Bhai Batha his son. In a hukamnama Sikhs 
are also blessed to be his sons. The Sikh Sangat is asked to 
obey Bhai Batha's injunctions. Most of the hukamnamas 
underline the authority of the Masand. They not only suggest 
that the inner dissension of Sikh Panth as a result of the crisis 
of Guruship was of great magnitude but also conveys that the 
crisis did not subside immediately in spite of Guru's best efforts. 

The evidence of hukamnamas are all the more insightful 
if they are interpreted in the light of evidences provided by the 
writings of Guru Tegh Bahadur. The major features of Guru's 
bani is its 'extreme simplicity' with repeated references to a 
few mythological stories and the elemental vision of man. 
Mythological story appeals to a person of average intellect. 
The repeated references to a select number of mythological 
stories not only corroborates the above mentioned fact but also 
suggests that sizable number of Guru's Sikhs were newly 
initiated. The neo-Sikhs were unsophisticated and were not fully 
aware of the intricacies of the idiom of Sikh doctrine. The 
simplicity and elemental vision of the composition are adequate 
to bring home the elementary spiritual mysteries to the 
unsophisticated newly initiated. 6 Hukamnamas written to Patna 
and Beanaras Sangats significantly support the insights of the 
banL They contain names of sufficient number of local Sikhs. 
Guru Tegh Bahadur maintained close contact with them by 
paying them visits a number of times. 

Hukamnamas of Patna and Benaras Sangats emphasise 
much on 'means of livelihood' (Stidi'o) whereas it is stressed 
less in the earlier hukamnamas to various Sangats in the Punjab. 
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Another significant point is that these hukamnamas are in Guru's 
own hand. Two hukamnamas addressed to Patna Sangat contain 
names of more than sixty Sikhs. 7 There is an apparent shift of 
the Guru's approach in these hukamnamas. Unlike earlier 
hukamnamas written to various Sangats in Punjab, these are 
not only addressed to a Masand and a few prominent Sikhs but 
are addressed to a large number of local Sikhs. Guru Tegh 
Bahadur is not only dealing with the Sangats of various areas 
as a unit, but also with individual Sikhs, however humble they 
may be. Interestingly the Sikhs of Patna congregation also 
include the name of an elderly Sikh lady, Bebe Peri Bai. The 
relation of individual with the unit and also with the entire fabric 
of the Sikh Panth is significant. In this connection, the 
organization of Sangats of the region as reflected in these 
hukamnamas needs a fresh look. 

A hukamnama of Guru Hargobind is addressed to more 
than one Sangat i.e. Sangat of Patna, Alamganj, Sherpur, Bane 
and Monghyr* Another hukamnama is addressed to all the 
Sangats of eastern region. 9 It is obvious that a number of Sangats 
in the region formed a cluster. However, they are lacking in 
any organizational arrangement. The succeeding Gurus appear 
to be concerned more about each Sangat™ During the 
pontificate of Guru Tegh Bahadur a well-organized hierarchy 
of Sangats came into being. All the Sangats in a region were 
under the regional authority of a Masand, The region was 
divided into Subas. The Masand was incharge of a Suba. 
Similarly, a Suba was constituted of Sangats of various towns. 
In eastern region, there were two Subas i.e. Suba of Benaras 
and Suba of Patna. The Sangats of Benaras city and Mirzapur 
were under Benaras Suba, the Sangats of Patna city and 
Monghyr, under Patna Suba. 11 Bhai Javehari Mai was incharge 
of Benaras Suba. Similarly, Bhai Dayal Das Masand of Patna 
Sangat was incharge of Patna Suba. Both the Subas of eastern 
region were under Bhai Dyal Das. One hukamnama (A-41; G- 
19) written to the Sangat, of Benaras opens with the name of 
Bhai Dayal Das, the chief Masand of eastern region, followed 
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by Javehari Mai and others. 12 The hierarchy of power reflected 
in the hukamnamas culminates in the authority of the Guru. 
The hierarchy is asserted time and again. In hukamnama (A- 
39; G-ll), the Sangat of Benaras is instructed to entrust their 
offerings to Bhai Javehari. It is the duty of Bhai Javehari to 
send it to Bhai Dayal Das who then transfers it to the Guru. 13 
Guru Tegh Bahadur also maintained personal relation with 
various Sangats by regularly visiting them and by patronizing 
Masands with robes of honour. In a hukamnama (A-31; G-12) 
Guru requisitioned two scores of turbans of Bihar apparently 
in order to honour the Masands and the prominent Sikhs. Bhai 
Dyal Das was presented with a robe of honour (siropao) in 
recognition of the services rendered by him. 14 The Sikhs were 
summoned to have Guru's darshan on special occasions. The 
names of a large number of Sikhs in the hukamnamas suggest 
that they were in personal contact with the Guru. 

The emerging organizational set up of Sikh Sangats helps 
us to understand the changes that were taking place in the Sikh 
Panth. In the earlier hukamnamas, a Masand and a few 
prominent Sikhs are the addressees. Their loyalties are lauded. 
There was no network of relations between different Sikh 
congregations. They did not seem to have an organization and 
well-marked hierarchy. But the hukamnamas related to the 
congregations of eastern region present a clear picture. Not 
the loyalty of a good number of local Sikhs is sought, the Sikhs 
are organised in a definite hierarchy. Even the advice of the 
Sangat was ought and honoured on number of occasions. 15 

The evidence of hukamnamas suggests that Guru Tegh 
Bahadur did not come to Bihar for a short period of time. From 
one of his hukamnamas which was written sometime after 
coming to Bihar, the Guru expresses his concern about the 
accommodation for his family. The Guru writes Bhai Dayal 
Das "lodge our family in a nice and large haveli" 16 In the 
hukamnama the Guru mentions that he is going with the Raja 
(Raja Ram Singh 17 ) leaving his family at Patna. The Guru's 
prolonged stay in the eastern region of India is also seen in 
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other two hukamnamas. Hukamnamas (A-32; G-13) and (A- 
36; G-12) refer to the Raja. The two are meant for two separate 
groups indicating a gap of time. The first hukamnama is written 
in 1666 as it refers to the birth of child Gobind. The second 
tfukamnama belongs to the section of hukamnamas that 
represent last period of Guru's presence in the east. In the 
hukamnama, the Guru informs the Patna congregation that he 
was accompanying the Raja to Delhi. The Guru did not return 
to Patna. He reached Delhi in 1670. It is obvious that the Guru 
remained in the eastern part of India for a considerable period 
of time. Hukamnamas give an idea of the Guru's activities. A 
reference to the Raja in the hukamnamas and a passage of time 
in between them suggest the possibilities of two journeys further 
east. The Gurmukhi sources, though vague and intricate, help 
us in this connection. Though they describe the Guru's eastern 
travel as one, yet they are divided on the point of return journey. 
According to Gurbailas tradition Guru Tegh Bahadur went to 
Delhi alongwith the Raja without meeting his family. But Sarup 
Das Bhalla and Bhai Santokh Singh state that the Guru visited 
his family before going to Delhi. 18 It finds further support from 
the hukamnama addressed to a Sangat at Decca. On both the 
occasions he was accompanying the Raja. Hence there emerges 
a much more detailed picture of Guru's activities in the eastern 
India. 

A number of hukamnamas speak of things demanded by 
the Guru from the congregation. In a hukamnama (A-34; G- 
23), addressed to the congregation of Patna, Guru Tegh Bahadur 
asks for tents of different varieties. Five crates of vassals 
produced at Minapore containing albele, long-necked pitchers, 
goblets of superior quality in the hukamnama (G-24). Other 
things wanted by the Guru: One hundred yards of unbleached 
cloth (coarse); six pieces of coarse homespun cotton cloth 
(kharve reje): ten seer of tanawa and ten seer of nawar; two 
scores of turbans of Bihar. It is further mentioned that the turban 
should cost Rs. 40 a score. Dr. Ved Parkash is of the opinion 
that "the people had possession of, or were dealing in the various 
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goods, that were requisitioned from them" as most of the Sikhs 
were associated with trade. Things figured in the documents 
also suggest the specialised manufactures of places in Bihar. 
The scholar is of the opinion that not only the Guru had a deep 
knowledge of the specialised products of different place in 
Bihar, but also of their prices at the time. 19 This leads us to 
conclude that Guru Tegh Bahadur's stay in the east during which 
the hukamnamas were written was quite long. 

In the long period of his stay the Guru organised the Sikh 
Sangats in a planned manner. In a hukamnama (A-35; G-21) 
the Guru is stated to have sent a robe of honour (siropao) to 
Bhai Dyal Das in recognition to his services. The Guru wanted 
two scores of turbans to honour the Masands and the prominent 
Sikhs. There is an economic dimension as well. A turban 
costs two rupees which is quite expensive if it is compared 
with the price of gold. From one of Guru Gobind Singh's 
hukamnama, we come to know that the price of one and a 
quarter tola of gold was nineteen and a quarter rupees. 19 
Presentation of turban of such a high price to the Masand and 
the prominent Sikhs not only suggests their prominent status 
but also suggests that some Sikhs in the congregation were 
prosperous. 

Guru Tegh Bahadur had a warm and cordial relations 
with Nawab Saif KJian. 20 One of the hukamnama contains 
instruction to Patna Sangat to send a few items to Delhi as 
these are meant to be presented to the Nawab. These things 
are specialised domestic products of the region. The hukamnama 
mentions Kalyane Di Dharamshala where these items were to 
be dispatched. 

The Sikh congregation was closely connected with social 
life of the community. On every religious and social occasions 
in the Sikh family the offering to the congregation was 
mandatory. In one of the hukamnamas, Guru Tegh Bahadur 
asked Bhai Dyal Das to send money received for performing 
the engagement of Dharma. 21 The major source of income of 
2 congregation was contribution of the Sikhs. It was mandatory 



40 HUKAMNAMAS OF GURU TEGH BAHADUR : A HISTORICAL STUDY 

for a Sikh to contribute to the Sangat a part of the earning. The 
mandatory offering was known as kar or karbar. Gifts and 
presents {bhet\ and the donation made on fulfillment of desire 
(mannat) were other means. In the hukamnama (A-44; G-18), 
the Guru instructed Bhai Dyal Das to send the amount collected 
from &11 these means. There is no reference to the precise amount 
of offering. In a hukamnama (A-41; G-19) to the Sangats of 
Benaras the Guru said to have received an amount of rupees 
one hundred and sixty six. 

The Guru undertook hectic activities to organise Sikh 
congregations in the eastern region of India. His missionary 
acumen, organisational zeal and farsightedness are remarkable. 
His missionary activities coupled with his cordial relations with 
Raja Ram Singh and Saif Khan need to be seen in a broader 
perspective. 

The compositions of the ninth Guru have a simplicity of 
expression. There is a sense of indifference to worldly affairs 
and a growing feeling of unreliability of human relations. 
However close they may be wife, friends and others seek but 
their own comfort. 2 ' The poetry embodies an elemental vision 
of man which speaks of crisis of the Sikh Panfh. The 
predominance of the image of death and the helplessness of 
man alludes to a future. At a later period eventuality of 
martyrdom is suggested in the compositions. 

That the elemental vision of the compositions is significant. 
"Guru Tegh Bahadur's elemental vision is the foundation of his 
religious sensibility, thought and ideology. This very vision 
gave him clarity in grasping the political situation of the 
Panth"} 1 But the grasp of political situation by the Guru and 
his organisational activities to meet the challenge should not 
be under-estimated. The elemental vision underlies a sense of 
determinism and a tone of pessimism. But a careful study of 
the compositions suggests a resolute theological message with 
an implicit faith in the future. The Guru says, "One should only 
worry over what is unusual. The worldly life, in fact, is 
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evanescent." 24 For him, the fundamental religious concerns are 
move significant. Those who contemplate on nam are eternal. 25 

Thus, the hukamnamas of Guru Tegh Bahadur open a 
new vista of his organisational genius and foresight. The Guru 
set up a network of relations between different Sikh Sangats 
under his authority. The Sangats of eastern region not only 
served the Panth under Guru Tegh Bahadur but also became 
the backbone of the Panth which is evident from the 
hukamnamas of Guru Gobind Singh. 
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C_\y 

^ftfddld 

Ul^ 3*taT Hdlfd # H??OT 919" o^dl 1 

frai^f ^ uj? $ ft are ^ t f ^ 1^ ^ 

ctfeWE OTT £ »TEHt HHfe §^ Uft> ftT3 feof8 
Offtdl Uofefe feftf dtiud) ^H^H tft ^Ut 3TF ^ oft(3t) 

(»f)jft ife g^frF w£ wrt grf sh'sI ^Rbf wft It i 

(fifcf 9c9rtH Mfef^t, >>ff>f3H^) 
(A-20F) 
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?> VPS 1 " tft ITH »T^ r H 1 ^ tft cJbTH oT^(Ut) 
3Tf oF UoTH offe >fe^ Hdlfd oft y'Odl U(3T) 
(H3T3) oft ^ oft tOT ^ Hdlfd oTO W ^H^(H) 

(fifcf 3s£(SH ft'feddl, >HfH3TO) 
(A-20H) 
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cJTf Hfe 

UUftW 31? dH'd 1 

ura* are sr 3 M (hu^) 

(flfa ts%5H WfeQdl , >*fHSHS) 
(A-21; G-38) 
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Ht tflS' »f T fUP>f T ^ HZ) 1 HdH^ Hdlf^ 1433 
ajf HUTfe t?t a'ual odfoF HUTS' 3Tf dtfdi'd o(3<j|" 

HOTS HUffe ft § ^Hfe ff ftw 

H^ 1 w $w 3 hut fteual su* huts ^ fotr<? ^ur Ft 

tfl@" €t tfjft d HUTS' £ HUH Htf toff UEt 

- a — — -a - — - 

(ftw 3sj9(Sh wraadl, >>ffH3H^) 

(A-28; G-29) 
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Ht HT^ tfl§ #>X T fePH T ^ STBt TO* HdUd Hdlfd 
cfT^ Hdifd t?t d'y^l o(3di l H3B W <Sp3 
dtidl'd o^dl' H3" hScJH 5?53T H3HH TOffe 

H fcSd'W <faT t?t Hdif-i Ht 3Kf tfl§ tF 

H 1 H <JJ5 Hgife 7? HOT H¥ §3T 5^ Ht 3T|T 

(F)U?tHW H3HH H3lfe H?^ wft ^ 

(fiftf tgtOT fffegdl , >Hftj3H^) 
(A-23; G-8) 
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H3lfe HWt ofdUF HUB tT 3Tf dtWI'd of%3F HIT 
HfiOT U75BT TO* f fw Wfftj H^Tfe $ £( 

H fod'tt U3T 3If §H £ H5" o?H ^fH 5?%3F WE\ HS 1 " 

Ht3jftflt^y?d»rt^ Hdyte wife h?^ 
ura" TOTfe fcrafe fefa ydo^fd o^hf fcra tteuut 

(fiito 3d3(SH wfyydl, ytftizm) 

(A-24; G-25) 
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mtfs tMHfo 

d H ft Hdlfe HTO 1 " 

(fifty 9.<s9rtH tt'fe^dl, >tffHBH3") 
(A-25; G-26) 
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€t 3Tf H3Tfe oft o^UF TOTfe oT fFT(UM) 



(ffttf 9.d9(SH tt'ftj^dl >Hf>J3H^) 
(A-26) 
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319" Hdlfe oft S'dcfl 
yd <}7S3t 3^ 

s — 

hs* ofn ^fk oT^ar y^t hzf xjt are" tfl§ tF <t 

aw ^ gory srest >??w arf wife oft 
d&jn 55 Wolfe ft H*r ^<jr ujs 3ft doife 

Ht cJJJ tfl§ t*t HH* flffe Wft d H3TH ^ 

(fifer 9fi9r>H ft'fc^dl, >3?fij3TO) 

(A-27; G-27) 
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Ht 55 rft§ oft nrftp>r d Hfi 1 we\ w 
u?>Bt w hff Hdot'd tra^ nra" t- 

#t fFTO ft H HcF$ fefo U^H^ § »f§ 

tft ^fzw t »rat £3 tfe HFra 1 " Hrra 7 1 tr- 

^H'^tl t=F3 i-Ft ?FUt 3JJ oF ^rqr 

(Snfod' uew feu) 

(A-22; G-30) 
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Wtt Hd^ld Hdlld ftrafry^ oft 

■ 

UUtfoft H3lfe oT drldPd dUT fU£ W 
(A-47; G-20) 
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WE\ t^ddl Hddfd H3lfe 
fHdlUd oft tfdlfd Tfe 1, o(d<fl >»W5 T 
fHdllld $ ^ fHdlUd ftB 33T( T ) 

Hdlfe of <?3T 

(A-38; G-10) 
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^Et tP# UfHt 

olfoW) ETT #3t ^5" WE\ WB wfE 
fewt HU'd'tf HftUfe *HH Ute 1 H?> §33F 
W giMTTO HUTO Hddfd TOTfe Hrt'dH oft 

Hdlfe 5T ^ <M ^ oft d 

(A-39; G-ll) 
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H 1 !" cPfe Ho'd'ri fetret WE\ t?- 
iWfe §^Ht Hd'd'H >TOrft H 1 ^ fHUf 

JTO" ^Et H 1 ^ foTH?) Heft 
yA'dH 3 Ht oft cJRJ 
TOT? ct H^OT U% cxodl' fll£ 5TO fiBWS 
tTH yrR ttft H3" Urffo UUBt ^et fe»Ftf 

(A-43; G-14) 
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Ufa" Hfe 

>S5 §^t ^fe 

HOW W HTO foCRff fi%tf fSHW 
(fefU HdSti Hdlfe ikVdM oft Rfldtf fe^Ut 
oft 3If 3§3F 3PJ FFU^ ff?>H T=f§^ 

(A-44; G-18) 
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era" th 
drt'dM oft ara ura" fru^ 1 

H(W H§t ^ H^g" U% 67%3F ore HoTC oft £cT 7# 

fe»FH5 §u£ HoTH 
£ ^Ft fenTO HOT UrfH t ft Utjfo »f£ H3T3" oft dual 

UFt »f T 3t oTO" #3 H7>H 
fettFW ot HoTC ^ ^ bt ^ H3T? oT" fcflcT 

(arannreT s^t naife, H?reH) 

(A-41; G-19) 



76 



HUKAMNAMAS OF GURU TEGH BAHADUR : A HISTORICAL STUDY 




FACSIMILES OF HUKAMNAMAS AND THEIR TEXT 



Bra Fife 

H3H^ ^Et SPH H?ft 

fZHff fU 6d'fe£ HdMFd H3lfe 

y^'dH £ h£ oft are gifor sreara 3t 

s ~" as 



(17) 




(A-40; G-16) 
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rl^Od WE\ #Ht 3^ frlf ^5 offoW) Hft 
U37> fetF^t SFH ^fe Wtft iTC utcF H?)" 
HU^h OT^r OTT H^t ^oT Hddfd H^lfe oft 
3ff UtfaF 3TcT olf tTU^ HcW H§% H3lfe cF dfe 
ore ^Ht fe>>TO ITH #tft 3t ft Urffo 
Hdlfd ot H??^H 3KJ U% cTdoT' ^St few* OTR 570 
ft Hdlfb H?5# dHjC ftW cP 5UT 

(A-45) 
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are Hfe 

tFH 3^ Wfe WE\ felf^t 3^ HZFvFtT WE\ 

s 

fUdlJ H?> tfl§ Hdyfd Allfd ao'dH oft 

ura" uitaF H'Ht few t?*H inr era #tft 

7W Utjfd UUtft HclrfH oft a'dcfl tfcft »PHf 

ot $95* 3tgt fews fh sid Hdife are* 

oT UoTH olfe Vfe^ AhHs ot H??3W 3RJ oT83T 

(A-42) 
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3^ few€\ WE\ HtT^tT ^Et fWtf gn*t £3T 
5^ t?t <M 3RT 31^ tRW tfiW 

(Hra§»f r ^ T Hdlfd, y<S'dH) 
(A-46) 
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319 Hfe 

w& fe&ro* 5*h g | H9 T fe tfda'dl wz\ 
anlud yg^t ^nt gniteT? sref! £s driVwH we\ U^3H 

3^ dldtf'H 
efdl<?'(S t?H 3TtTcf- 

vrs rfarasm tfe 5hhw ?fe §wg 3^ frftj 1 

HSfW tidl^G tEWfe Wfe *iokrfe UfsftWH H*fi& 
g*H €§T ddolH 

&\wh ftsgte g^H Har »n?5 r hsh* gfe regnr 

(jf ufgwfeg w?ub > 14277 nfijg) 

(A-30; G-22) 
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WE\ few* WE\ WH&fe tfdy'dl §7>H¥ 
^ fHU^ few 3^ rte Hff 3*St 

§3Htf 3^t T^ggW^ 3^ Udtt't! OTT ^gt Hfft WE\ H3flt 
^Et U^tHH t*H ^Bt 
3*St ftu?> Hdyfd TOTfe fiw ct H?^5 

tft w yata c^ccl oftnt ft naife oft ^ oft ^ 
we\ tft u% ot h hh 1 ^ Hi: 

(A-31; G-15) 
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(23) 
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3Tf Hfe 

>Ju?r ott 3^ ($e ?»n^r 

H3*ft 5^ ftw 
oWttStS ^H^^fe dyltttf'H HTO atf^E 

TOI^f #H^tT ^SH3 ?H ^t»T fffy fthid ' &S 
tld'OO'q faddtJtJ Ufa 1, <fe UdVxS'U 

(A-33; G-17) 
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5^ ^5 Hft #3H?* (fe^W^" 3*El €fr> fe»Ptf 
(VW 5^ Jlc'ftti ^nfr WR WE\ Udtt'tf HHT 5^ 

^Et HtTcfe g^st UlffcfiWH ^Ht oWtt36 

WE\ fHUf ^"Et HUTfe tfTT 3n<vt* ^Et ^Et 

h s*Et frarwr ^Et gnte^H g*Et fu?> §*Et w& ^Et 

»fc?3H T H ^Et... 

W HHlUd Htfi& H 1 ^ HrF^H Ufa* TO UdHd'H... 

fHH3 fte 3THH?7 Hdl^O tFH HWoT §3?>... 

flSW ^SUtfe Qst STCft tf!(V(VU 

s 

(A-35; G-21) 
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9 



we\ we\ ^tefenro rot ftoraue we\ 

rot 7J\& 7?€ rot AsJ'tW rot o^ft^ft rot W*H ' 

rot uu*rc str B^ygjft rot >)d<stf'H rot m&mh 

rot ddtflHft rot HtJ'<?£ 3^t of^TO^ 5^ ^H^fe 

rot rot HTOtfne ^THt franfc rot rfgrfe ^ rot 

9ri<vy rot fiw »oMI»r fag- 
vth rot fyw^o rot wrote enter ^Htf ^^t >w 

ftfu&oe we\ %3G w$ itit 

O^t rot 3"^ HBoP ?5gttF rot Hd'M'N HSHfe H3lfe UZ^ 

oft ara g^gr ajj 

rTU^ rfiW H&J Hdlfd oT ^ frf?7 fHU ^'Udlg cftW ft 

u^ 1 " era - or ui^ ^ Hdifd oft yddl <far Hdifd ^ atfife tTH 

oft bTCBt ft 3H^t ^ Hdlfe 

(A-34; G-23) 
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WZ\ ETT ^jt ^H^Pfe WE\ tldy'dl ^t §?>H*f 

WE\ ^5Htf #5Htf UOW WR HHt ^t >1<dwlud 

wz\ wufcFR ^nt ^tew 

UsF?)" TFW ^Et Hdttkld 
fifrf Htf ! (StJ ^t oT^W $77 grfe ^Sjt ^ H?> 

^Et gnte ^ 3*£t WE UtfeE 

wralfcr fegtpw we\ d?w^ s^t huth 
we\ fiw ^ i&t H^t 

ftfe 1 fy^d'iV) US 1 ?) HddPd TOTfe ot oft 3Tf 
ofe 7 ft feH ot 3[f oT§3F Wft U% ^ tft" ot TTO 

ft £^ d fk* fntr ^'ddid ofl»r d fe?> ^ ora^t Oft oft 

HUS Hrfe 14§dft 
oft ftW 1 oft #£5* ft H fW ft^r oT^HF fSH ot ftJoT^ ft H^oTfe 
O^dfl ft? 1 oF ^B" d 



(A-32; G-13) 
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Hd'Jl ftW^ cxo'd 1 £ £ St ferft 3^ 
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(28) 



«3I m w 53 




huh% Hdife ujf utter 

^ oft£ UK ot tFU f&> 0$ Ufe U 1 ^ t?t ot o[tJ oft£ H3" 
U>J £ HoTH oft£ ^ W3 otfu ot HUH fTOFHt JTO W% 

utt »pfe notic 

tjQd<S otH 7 orfu ot UUU ft Wfe UdtJ£' ^te VF§ 
udt oft fi*Ut 67U3t 

(gt ufunfeu H'fdy, uztf" nfau) 

(A-36; G-12) 
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WE\ ((TO) 

Pcxmo 

U|fofa>>F(H) 

UW dl^CMO EOT 

(fiftf 9rf3<SH rt'f^d), >Hf>JHH^) 
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(30) 

L Aumkar Satguru 

This letter is written to the revered and respected, "Bhais 
Bhagmal, Chhabildas, Saddhrimal and Nathormal. The 
Shriguruji has ordered that one chira and the one aswari khasgi 
be sent for his personal use. It should be white, very white. 
Should be sent early. The Guru will bless you, protect you and 
fulfill all your desires." The original letter so far as I have been 
able to decipher reads: 

"May God Protect You" 

Bhais Bhagmal, Chhabildas, Nathormal and SaddrimaL "I want 
one chira and one aswari... Send. Bless be the congregation."* 



* G.B. Singh, 'Sikh Relics in Eastern Bengal 1 , The Punjab Past and Present, Vol. 
IX, Part I, April, 1975. 
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(31) 

Ak-Onkar Satguru 

Siri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji enjoins- Bhai Lakhya, Sahib, 
Lada, Sart (Sarabat) Sangat gur thadi (tuhadi) rakhega, 

Sangat de manorath guru pure karega 

Sangat di seva da vela hai 

Bhai Lakhya tun guran da poot hai, 

tere oopar khushi hai, Guru Sangat de 

bohari karega, 

Ak rupee mewra ko dena* 



The History of the Muhiyals: The Militant Brahman Race of India, compiled 
for the General Muhiyal Sabha by T.P. Russell Stracey, Civil and Military 
Gazette Press, Lahore, 1911. 



ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF 
HUKAMNAMAS 



ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF HUKAMNAMAS 



105 



1. 

(Endorsement in Guru Tegh Bahadur's handwriting) 

In the name of True Guru 

Bhai Ugar Sarin, the Guru shall protect the entire 
congregation. Ramdas Jagdeo is your home and the Guru's as 
well. You are the Guru's son and the leader of all the Masands. 
The responsibility of the place is entrusted to you. A messenger 
is dispatched to call for Ramdas Gurditta, Bhai Guria, Bhai 
Kalyan Das. As soon as they assemble we shall communicate 
you the real situation. You have served us much and placing 
our confidence much more in you, we shall keep sending our 
man from Murari. Presently everything depends on you. 

(In scribe's handwriting) 

In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur orders that Bhai Ugar Sain along 
with the entire congregation has the protection of the Guru. 
The desires of the congregation shall be fulfilled. Ramdas Jagdeo 
is your home and the Guru's as well. You are the son of the 
Guru and the leader of all the Masands. The responsibility of 
the place lies with you. The messengers are sent to call for 
Ramdas Gurditta, Bhai Guria, Bhai Kalyan Das. As soon as 
they assemble, we shall write you the real situation. Ramdas Ji, 
you have served us much and our confidence in you is more. 
The Guru shall protect you. It is the Guru's pleasure. 

(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 

Note: There are no stops in the original. Thus an element of arbitrariness creeps In the 
translations. At times it is difficult to decide how to render the text. For example, 
in hukamnama 13, it could Maharaj Dalpat Das or two persons in Maharaj and 
Dal pat Das. Similarly, a phrase connects itself with what goes before and after. 
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2. 

(Entire hukamnama is in the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Ramdas Ugar Sain, Bhai Lai Chand and the entire 
congregation shall be protected. Bring the offerings, an 
embroidered dress and six oxen to present to Mata Ji on the 
occasion of Diwali along with the entire congregation. Take 
Mata Ji's command to be the command of the Guru. The 
congregation shall be blessed. It is the time for the congregation 
to do service to the Guru. The congregation shall desirously 
contribute their offerings to Ramdas. The congregation shall 
flourish. Ramdas Jagdeo is the home of the Guru. We are greatly 
pleased with Ramdas Ji. 

(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 
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3. 

(In the Guru f s handwriting) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Ramdas Ugar Sain, Bhai Lai Chand. The Guru shall 
protect the entire congregation. Ramdas Ji, the offerings, the 
dress and the o*en presented to Mata Ji, have reached the Guru. 
You have the blessing of the Guru. Your home is that of the 
Guru's. The Guru is deeply pleased. It is the time for the 
congregation to perform services for the Guru. 

(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 
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4. 

(Bhai Tara, Bhai Koka and the entire congregation of Pattan) 

(Endorsement) 

The Guru shall protect Bhai Batha and the entire 
congregation of Pattan. The Guru blesses the congregation. 
Their desires shall be fulfilled. The entire congregation of Pattan 
is enjoined to come to our presence. A Sikh who accompanies 
Bhai Batha shall be blessed. Now is the time for the Sikhs to 
perform services for the Guru... 

(In the hand of the scribe) 

In the name of the One Supreme Being, the True Guru. 

Shri Guru Jeo enjoins on Bhai Batha and the entire 
congregation of Pattan. The Guru shall bless the congregation. 
The Guru blesses the livelihood of the congregation. Their 
desires shall be fulfilled. Bhai Batha, you are Shri Guru Jeo's 
son. Come to our presence alongwith the congregation. A Sikh 
who accompanies Bhai Batha shall be blessed. Now is the time 
for the Sikhs, the beloved sons, to render services. As the 
congregation desires its sustenance will increase. The Guru is 
pleased. The Guru shall bless the congregation with happiness. 
Such is the pleasure of the Guru. 

(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 
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5. 

(Endorsement) 

The Guru shall protect Bhai Batha and the entire 
congregation of Pattan. The Guru's blessing is on the 
congregation. The Guru shall help the congregation with 
livelihood. All their desires shall be fulfilled. The entire 
congregation should come on Diwali for Guru's darshan. The 
Sikhs who come shall be blessed. The congregation of Pattan 
is directly under the Guru (Khalsa). The Guru blesses it with 
happiness. Bhai Batha is the son of the Guru. The entire 
congregation should obey him. The Guru protects. 

(In scribe's handwriting) 

In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

It is the Guru's commandment to Bhai Batha and the entire 
congregation of Pattan. The Guru blesses the congregation. 
The Guru shall bless them with livelihood. All their desires 
shall be fulfilled. The entire congregation should come on Diwali 
for sight of the Guru. A Sikh who comes shall be blessed. The 
congregation of Pattan is directly under the Guru (Khalsa). The 
Guru shall bless the congregation with happiness. Bhai Batha 
is a son of the Guru. The congregation should obey him. It is 
our pleasure. 

(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 
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6. 

(Endorsement) 

The Guru shall protect Bhai Batha. The entire 
congregation shall be blessed. Bhai Batha, you are the Guru's 
son. Come to the Guru's presence along with the entire 
congregation. The congregation is enjoined to obey Bhai Batha. 

(In the scribe's hand) 

In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

This is the Guru's commandment to Bhai Batha and the 
entire congregation. The Guru shall succour the congregation. 
The Guru shall bless the congregation with livelihood. Their 
desires shall be fulfilled. Bhai Batha, you are our Sikh. Come 
to our presence alongwith the congregation. A Sikh 
accompanying Bhai Batha to our darshan, shall be blessed. 
The Guru shall confer success on his enterprises. Bhai Batha is 
the Guru's son. The congregation should obey his instructions. 
The Guru sanctifies the labours of the congregation and make 
them prosper. 

(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 
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7. 

(Endorsement) 

In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

The Guru shall protect. Bhai Batha is asked to bring the 
entire congregation to have the Guru's sight. Those who come 
shall be blessed with happiness. Bhai Batha is the Guru's son. 
All are advised to follow his instructions. 

(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 
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8. 

(Endorsement) 

. Bhai Batha is asked to come to have the Guru's sight 
alongwith the entire congregation. Those who come shall be 
blessed. Bhai Batha is the Guru's son. All are advised to obey 
his instructions. The Guru shall make profitable. 

(In scribe's handwriting) 

In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

Sri Guru Jeo enjoins Bhai Batha and the entire 
congregation of Pattan. The Guru blesses the congregation and 
helps the congregation prosper ..: 

(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 
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9. 

(Endorsement) 

The Guru sh^ll protect Bhai Batha. Let the entire 
congregation come to the Guru's sight. Those who come shall 
be blessed. Bhai Batha is the Guru's son. The congregation 
should obey him. The Guru's blessings are on the entire 
congregation of Pattan. 

(In scribe's handwriting) 

In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

The Guru's commandment is addressed to Bhai Batha 
and the entire congregation. The Guru shall succour the 
congregation. The livelihood of the congregation is blessed. 
All their desires shall be fulfilled. Bhai Batha should come to 
have the Guru's sight. A Sikh who accompanies him shall be 
blessed with the success of his enterprises. Bhai Batha is the 
Guru's son. The entire congregation should obey his 
instructions as if these are from the, Guru. The Guru shall help 
the livelihood of the congregation. They shall be blessed with 
happiness. The congregation of Pattan shall be flourish. You 
have Guru's pleasure. The Guru shall bless the congregation 
with prosperity. Fail not to come to the Guru's darshan. 

(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 
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10. 

(Endorsement) 

The Guru shall protect you. Let not the mule of the Guru's 
stable lost. It is time for your offerings. 

(In the scribe's handwriting) 

In the name of the One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

The Guru enjoins Bhai Malla and Bhai Bagha. The entire 
congregation shall be succoured. All their desires shall be 
fulfilled. Bhai Bagha and Bhai Malla to note. A mule and two 
oxen from the stable of the Guru have been lifted at Jamalpur 
by cattle-lifters of the village Dharde. As is known to you, the 
mule is with Darde men in Bakaia. The oxen have already 
recovered from the lifters. It is time for your offerings. You are 
instructed to get back the mule. The Guru shall bless the 
congregation with prosperity. It is the time for you to send the 
offerings. The Guru is greatly pleased with you. 

(Preserved in Naushehra Pannuan in Amritsar District) 
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11. 

(In the Guru's own handwriting) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Bal Chand, Bhai Harkrishan, Bhai 
Chatarbhuj, Bhai Lalu. The Guru shall protect the entire 
congregation of Mirzapur. Send your collection of offerings 
through Bhai Dyal Das. It shall reach the Guru. The 
congregation shall flourish. The offerings previously made have 
been received. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Ban Sangat, Benaras) 
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12. 

(In the Gum's handwriting) 

In the name of True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Javehari. The Guru shall protect the 
entire congregation. All are advised to look after well Sridhar, 
the horse. Let Sridhar be provided with provisions. On its 
recovery, it should be sent to Patna. The congregation is 
blessed. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Bari Sangat, Benaras) 
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13. 

(In the Guru's hand) 
In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Javehari, Bhai Kirpal Das, Bhai Jat 
Mai, Bhai Rama Yadav, grass-cutter, Bhai Kalyan Das, Bhoti 
Seth, Bhai Babu Rai, Bhikhari Das, Maharaja, Dalpat Das, Hira 
Man, Durga Das, Ganga Ram, Raghu Nath, Mahanand. The 
Guru shall protect the entire congregation of Benaras. Let the 
congregation feelingly entrust its offerings to Bhai Javehari. 
He shall convey to Bhai Dyal Das. It shall reach the Guru. The 
congregation is blessed. It is the time of rendering services to 
the Guru. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Bari Sangat, Benaras) 
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14. 

(In the Guru's hand) 
The One Supreme Being 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Javehari Mai Masand, Bhai Kirpal Das, 
Bhai Jat Mai, Bboti Seth, Bhai Kalyan Mai, Bhai Maha Nand, 
Bhai Babu Rai, Bhai Maharaj, Bhai Bhikhari, Dalpat Das, Bhai 
Rama Nand, Bhai Manji, Bhai Man Singh, Phagu Shah, Bhai 
Bal Kishan, Bhai Chhut Mai, Bhai Mani Ram and the entire 
congregation of Benaras and the province of Beiiaras. The Guru 
shall fulfil the desires of the members of the congregation. The 
offerings sent through Bhai Dyal Das has been received by the 
Guru. Bhai Dyal 'Das 1 instruction be obeyed by the congregation 
as if they were the Guru's command. A Sikh having a cowrie, 
dedicated to the Guru, shall hand it over to Bhai Dyal Das. The 
Guru blesses the congregation with incremental livelihood. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Bari Sangat, Benaras) 



ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF HUKAMNAMAS 



119 



15. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Javehari Das, Bhai Kirpal Das, Bhai 
Kalyan Mai, Bhai Bhoti, Bhai Seth, Babu Rai, Bhai Bhikhari, 
Maharaj, Rama, Balkishan, Man Singh, Chhut Mai, Nand Roop 
and the entire congregation of Benaras and the surrounding 
region. The Guru shall protect you. Meditate on Guru's name. 
It shall bless your lives. Offerings worth eighty rupee have 
been received. The congregation should make over their 
offerings to Bhai Dyal Das. They will reach the Guru. The 
congregation will prosper. Now is the time to serve the Guru. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Bari Sangat, Benaras) 



1 
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16. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Dyal Das, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai 
Javehari, Bhai Kirpal Das, Bhai Bhoti, Kalyan Das, Bhai Sibhu 
Seth, Dalpat, Bhai Babu Rai, Bhai Bhikhari Das. Let the entire 
congregation of Benaras repeat Gum's name. It shall make a 
success of their births. The Guru shall fulfill the desires of the 
entire congregation. The offering of one hundred and sixty-six 
rupee from the congregation, sent through Bhai Dyal Das, has 
been received by the Guru. The congregation is Messed. In 
future all the offerings, presents and mannat be devotedly sent 
through Bhai Dyal Das. The congregation will prosper. The 
Guru shall fulfil the desires of the congregationists. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Bari Sangat, Benaras) 



ENGLSH TRANSLATION OF HUKAMNAMAS 



121 



17. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Javehari Mai, Bhai Bhoti Seth, Bhai 
Kirpal Das, Bhai Jat Mai, Bhai Kalyan Mai, Bhai Babu Mani, 
Bhikhari, Man Singh, Maharaj, Rama Jado Ghasi, Koka, Mana, 
Balkishan, Sukh Deo, Phagu Shah, Chhut Man, Roop Narain. 
The Guru shall protect the entire congregation of Benaras Suba. 
It will prosper. The congregation is instructed to hand over 
their offerings to Bhai Dyal Das. These shall reach the Guru. 
The congregation is blessed. We are camping at Monghyr. The 
desires of a Sikh who comes to have Guru's sight shall be 
fulfilled. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Bari Sangat, Benaras) 
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18. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Bhai Javehar Mai, Bhai Bhoti, Bhai Shibhu Seth, Kalyan 
Mai, Puran Mai, Bhikhari Das, Babu Rai, Mani Jado, Hiraman 
Das, Maharaj, Durga Das, Manni, Koka, Deo. The Guru shall 
protect the entire congregation of Benaras. Repeat Guru's name. 
Your births will fulfil their purpose. The congregation is blessed. 
The offerings sent through Bhai Dyal Das have reached us. 
The Guru shall fulfil the desires of the congregationists. The 
Sangat should keep on obeying the instructions of Bhai Dyal 
Das. The Sikhs will do well. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Bari Sangat, Benaras) 
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19. 

(In the Guru's hand) 
In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

In the name of True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Javehari Mai, Bhai Kalyan Das, Bhai 
Kirpal Das, Bhai Babu Rai, Bhai Bhikhari, Bhai Maharaj, Bhai 
Ram Bigah Mai, Mun Jeo and the entire congregation of 
Benaras. The Guru shall protect. The offerings sent through 
Bhai Dyal Das have reached the Guru. Long to make offerings 
in future. Let the congregation consider Bhai Dyal Das 1 
instructions as the command of the Guru. All their desires shall 
be fulfilled. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Bari Sangat, Benaras) 
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20. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Bhai Javahar Mai, Bhai Sadanand, Bhai Kirpala, Bhai 
Babu, Bhai Bhikhari, Bhai Maharaj, Bhai Man Singh, Bhai 
Phaggu Shah, Bhai Jairam Das, Bhai Chhatek Mai and the entire 
congregation of the Suba of Benaras. The Guru shall protect. 
You repeat die Guru's name. Your lives are blessed. All those 
Sikhs who repeat Waheguru shall be blessed with prosperity. 
Their offerings to Bhai Dayai Das shall reach the Guru to bear 
fruit The Guru shall look to die welfare of the congregation. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Bari Sangat, Benaras) 
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21. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Dyal Das, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai 
Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mehar Chand, Bhai Subha 
Chand, Bhai Jai Singh, Bhai Chimna, Bhai Lai Man, Bhai Jeth 
Mai, Bhai Ded Mai, Bhai Pehlad Das, Bhai Bansidhar, Bhai 
Murli, Bhai Ragho Das, Bhai Seth, Chhabil Das, Bhai Pritam 
Das, Bhai Nand Lai, Bhai Pran Nath, Bakhshi, Murlidhar, Bhai 
Hira Nand, Bhai Sangat Das, Bhai Jhabar, Bhai Gurdas, Paras 
Ram, Mohan Das, Nain Sukh, Bal Gobind, Shankar Das, Sada 
Nand, Suja Ram, Bhagwan Das, Gujar Mai, Shankar Das, Nand 
Lai, Chhajju Mai, Nand Kuar, Bhai Jasodha Nandan, Mehar 
Chand, Pran Nath, Bali Ram, Subha Chand, Jagdeo, Dalpat 
Rai, Ani Rai, Ghanshyam, Sukhdeo, Gaj Mai, Gajua, Bhag Mai, 
Chhabil Das, Suphera, Amlia, Pheru, Kirpala, Bansi, Sukhdeo, 
Peri Bai, Ram Chand, Harkesh, Chhabil Das, Mittar Sain, Kewal 
Ram, Mangu, Ananta, Man Sukh, Basant Rai, Lachhua, Bala, 
Sada Nand, Sadhu and the entire congregation of Patna. The 
Guru shall protect you. Repeat Guru's name. You will make a 
success of your lives. The congregationists will flourish. The 
offerings of cloth sent through Bhai Mehar Chand and Bhai 
Kalyan Rai have reached us. The Guru shall add to the 
livelihood of the congregation. Patna is Guru f s home. The 
congregation is blessed. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara-Hari Mandir Sahib, Patna City) 
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22. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Dyal Das, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai 
Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mehar Chand, Sobha Chand, 
Bhai Jeth Mai, Bhai Ded Mai, Bhai Nand Kuar, Bhai Pehlad 
Das, Bhai Bansi, Bhai Murli, Bhai Pritam Das, Bhai Ragho 
Das, Bhai Mohan Das, Bebe Peri Bai and the entire 
congregation. The Guru shall fulfil the desires of his Sikhs. I 
,have encamped at Monghyr It is time for the congregation to 
serve. Brother, inform the Masands of your province from 
beyond to come for the sight of the Guru alongwith their 
congregations. Sikhs shall be blessed with prosperity for the 
visit. It is a time for the congregation to serve. Let the 
congregation obey the instructions of Bhai Dyal Das as if they 
are from the Guru. The Guru shall add to the livelihood of the 
congregation. Brother, we wish to write to Sahzadpur for tents 
for our camp. As you suggest we shall send a communication 
to the congregation. Send two score of turbans of Bihar, the 
ones at forty rupees a score. Livelihood of the congregation 
will increase. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Hari Mandir Sahib, Patna City) 
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23. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Dyal Das, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai 
Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mehar Chand, Bhai Subha 
Chand, Bhai Jeth Mai, Bhai Ded Mai, Bhai Ragho Das, Bhai 
Pehlad Das, Bhai Mohan Das, Bhai Nand Kuar, Bhai Pritam 
Das, Bhai Ghanshyam, Jag Man, Murli Dhar, Bhai Bansi, Bhai 
Singha, Sada Nand, Kawal Nain, Ram Rai, Lai Man, Chhabil 
Das, Bal Gobind, Amlia, Pheru, Kirpal, Sangat Das, Baijnath, 
Jhabar Singh, Bhagwan, Gujar Mai, Peri Bai, Ram Chand, Dina 
Nath, Pran Nath, Jagdeo, Bhoj Raj, Dalpat Das, Bhara, Darya, 
Chinta, Bindraban, Pran Nath, Mehar Chand, Hira Nand, Pran 
Nath and the entire congregation. The Guru shall fulfil your 
desires. The departure is fixed in the month of Assu (Asuj). 
Send articles worth seventy rupees for our camp immediately 
on receipt of the letter as these are urgently required. The camp 
is to leave. Brother, come along soon to have the Guru's sight 
alongwith the entire congregation. The Guru shall bless the 
livelihood of the congregation. Patna is the home of the Guru. 

(Preserved pi the Gurdwara Hari Mandir, Patna City) 
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24. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Dyal Das, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai 
Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mehar Chand, Bhai Subha 
Chand, Bhai Jeth Mai, Bhai Ded Mai, Bhai Nand Kuar, Bhai 
Din Dyal, Bhai Mehar Chand...Nath, Bhai Hira Nand, Ragho 
Das, Bhai Pehlad Das, Bhai Bansidhar, Bhai Murlidhar...Bhai 
Mohan Das, Bhai Nain Sukh, Bhai Harkesh, Bhai Chhabil Das, 
Bhai Bhagwan Das, Bhai ... Bhai Sada Nand, Bhai Ghanshyam, 
Bhai Kawal Nain, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai Murlidhar, Bhai... 4 Bhai 
Singha, Bhai Sangat Das, Bhai Baijnath, Bhai Sukh Deo, Bhai 
Jhabar Singh, Bhai..., Bhai Jagman, Bhai Chhabil Das, Bhai 
Roopan, Bhai Lai Man, Bhai Anant Das, Bhai..., Supher Chand, 
Bhai Nain Sukh, Gulal Chand, Bal Gobind, Bhai Bhagta, 
Bindraban..., Pala, Pheru, Bansidhar, Sukh Deo, Machhi, Suja 
Ram, Chain Sukh, Hira Nand, Paras Ram..., Mitter Sain, Gaj 
Man, Jagdeo, Dalpat Das, Bhai Muluk Dasia, Chetan..., 
Lacchua, Raghnath, Fateh Chand, Bebe Peri Bai, Dina Nath, 
Pran Nath... and the entire congregation of Patna. The Sikhs 
who have chosen God shall have their desires fulfilled. The 
expense incurred by the congregation on the jubilation at 
Gobind Das 1 birth has changed into a blessing in the Guru's 
court. The money has earned blessing of the Guru. The 
offerings sent earlier also earned the Guru's blessings. 
Whosoever serves the Guru in future shall increase. A robe of 
honour has been sent. Patna is Guru's home. The congregation 
is blessed. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Hari Mandir Sahib, Patna City) 
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25. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Dyal Das, Bhai Darbari, Bhai Chain 
Sukh, Bhai Mehar Chand, Bhai Sobha Chand, Bhai Jeth Mai, 
Bhai Ded Mai, Bhai Pran Nath, Bhai Hira Nand, Bhai Mehar 
Chand, Bhai Pran Nath, Bhai Hira Nand, Bhai Sobha Chand, 
Bhai Kawai Nain, Bhai Ragho Das, Bhai Pehlad Das, Bhai 
Murli, Bhai Mohan Das, Bhai Bhagwan Das, Bhai Harji Mai, 
Bhai Sada Nand, Bhai Kawal Nain, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai Nand 
Lai, Bhai Bal Gobind, Bhai Jag Man, Sangat Das, Bhai Baij 
Nath, Bhai Jhabar Singh, Amalia, Kirpal, Pheru, Bhai 
Bindraban, Bhai Lai Man, Chhabila, Nain Sukh, Bhai Mula, 
Bhai Mehar Chand, Bhai Chetan Jado, Bebe Peri Bai, Bhara, 
Maluka, Lachua, Bhai Pran Nath and the entire congregation 
of Patna. The Guru shall protect you. Repeat Guru's name to 
make success of your lives. The congregation will do well. 
The Sikhs, devoting themselves to God will have their desires 
fulfilled. Patna is the home of the Guru. The congregation 
shall be succoured. The congregation serves Gobind Das. Your 
service is blessed in the court of die Guru. It will add to the 
welfare of the congregation. Send the camp equipment, if it 
has been received from Bhai Raja from beyond. Send one fine 
canopy, three screens and equipment for privy to the main 
chamber. Send three screens and one enclosure for the kitchen. 
Send also a tent of five yards measure, chamber equipment, 
screens and other equipment through Bhai Mallu Mehra. The 
congregation shall be blessed. Patna is the Guru's own home. 

(Preserved in the Gurdwara Hari Mandir, Patna City). 
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26. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Dyal Das, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai 
Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mihar Chand, Bhai Sobh Chand, 
Bhai Jeth Mai, Bhai Ded Mai, Bhai Pehlad, Bhai Bansi, Bhai 
Murlidhar, Bhai Ragho Das, Bhai Dina Nath, Mohan Das, Bhai 
Pritam Das, Bhai Nand Kuar, Bhai Mihar Chand, Bhai Pran 
Nath, Bhai Murlidhar, Bhai Singh, Bhai Sada Nand, Bhai Kawal 
Nain, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai Lai Man, Bhai Chhabil Das, Bhai 
Lai Man, Bhai Bal Gobind, Bhai Amliya, Bhai Kirpal, Bhai 
Baij Nath, Bhai Sangat Das, Bhai Jhabar Singh, Bebe Peri Bai, 
Bhai Ram Chand, Bhai Bhagwan Das, Gujar Mai, Bhai Jagdeo, 
Bhai Bhoj Rai, Bhai Dalpat Das, Bhara, Darya, Chinta, 
Bindraban, Pran Nath and the entire congregation of the 
province of Patna. The Guru shall protect you. Those of the 
Sikhs who have repeated Waheguru (God), will have their 
desires fulfilled through the Guru. We have travelled to the 
beyond alongwith the Raja and have left our family in Patna. 
The Sikhs who have repeated Waheguru, should do service. A 
paisa given to the Guru, shall be rewarded with a mohar of 
blessing. Now is the time for the congregation to serve the 
Guru. A Sikh who serves shall his livelihood be blessed. It is 
time to serve the Guru. Lodge our family in a fine, large 
mansion. The Guru shall bless the livelihood of the 
congregation. It is the time to serve the Guru. 

(Preserved in the Hari Mandir Sahib, Patna City) 
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27. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of the True Guru 

Bhai Dyal Das, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai Darbari, Chain Sukh, 
Mehar Chand, Subha Chand, Bhai Ded Man, Bhai Jeth Mai, 
and the entire congregation. The Guru shall protect you. 
Despatch five baskets of vessels of Minapore... Albele, Surahi 
(long necked pitcher), bowls (pyale) of superior quality to the 
Dharamsala of Bhai Kalyana at Delhi through bearers. They 
are to be gifted to Nawab Saif Khan. Send vessels of superior 
quality. The congregation shall be blessed. Send six pieces of 
coarse homespun cotton cloth (kharve reje\ hundred yards of 
unbleached cloth (kora)> ten seers of tanawa (a slender rope 
attached to support the tent) and ten seers of nawar (tape used 
for stringing cots). Send the money to be collected at the 
engagement ceremony of Dharma. 

(Preserved in the Hari Mandir Sahib, Patna City) 
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28. 

(In the Guru's hand) 

In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

Addressed to Bhai Dyal Das, Bhai Ram Rai, Bhai Darbari 
and Bhai Ded Mai. The Guru shall bless the entire congregation. 
I set out four days ago. The Raja marched seven days ago. I 
have been halting in order to meet you. Travel day and night, 
and reach us at the earliest. Take a fast mount, and reach here 
within twenty four hours. Delay not a moment. I am waiting 
for you. Come very fast The Guru blesses the congregation. 

(Preserved in the Hari Mandir Sahib Patna City) 
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29. 

Bhai Pran (Nath) 
Bhai 

Gujar Mai 

Kishan Das 

Ghansya(m) 
Chhabil Das, Bhai 
Amlia, Keso, Kir (pala) 

... Pala, Govcrdhan Das 
Bhag Mai, Maluka 
Hirdey Ram 
Baba, Mula, Bugha, Roora 
Bara, Pran Nath. 
(Preserved in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar) 
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30. 

In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

This letter is written to the revered and respected, M Bhais 
Bhagmal, Chhabildas, Saddhrimal and Nathormal. The 
Shriguruji has ordered that one chira and the one aswari khasgi 
be sent for his personal use. It should be white, very white. 
Should be sent early. The Guru will bless you, protect you and 
fulfill all your desires." The original letter so far as I have been 
able to decipher reads: 

"May God Protect You" 

Bhajs Bhagmal, Chhabildas, Nathormal and Saddrimal. "I want 
one chira and one aswari.,. Send. Bless be the congregation."* 



* G.B. Singh, 'Sikh Relics in Eastern Bengal; The Punjab Pas^and Present. Vol. 
IX, Part I, April, 1975. 
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31. 

In the name of One Supreme Being, the True Guru 

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji enjoins — Bhai Lakhya, Sahib, 
Lada alongwith the entire congregation shall be protected. 

... The desires of the congregation shall be fulfilled... 

... It is the time for the congregation to do service... 

... Bhai Lakhya, you are the Guru's son... 

... The Guru is deeply pleased with you... 

... Pay one rupee to the messenger... 



* The History of the Muhiyals: The Militant Brahman Race of India, compiled 
for the General Muhlyal Sabha by T.P. Russell Stracey, Civil and Military 
Gazette Press, Lahore, 1911. 
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GLOSSARY 

albele (»fTOl<$) - Caskets. 

alufa (W550 - Provisions. 

ander da dera (>>fe^ W ^) - Inner Chamber. 

Assu no kooch (WT £ oft) -Departure is fixed in the month of 
Assu, the sixth month of lunar year 
(September/October). 

aswari (Wf^t) - Conveyance (as a horse, elephant, camel, 
carriage, cart etc.). 

aswari khasagi (»iH^'d1 *JTOft) -A good stead. 

bahuri (^^t) - To respond to help/protect/defend someone, 
to bless someone. 

balad - ox, oxen. 

Bangar Desh (W ^H) -Barren land with low rainfall; the area 
including Kaithal and Jind districts of Haryana 
State. 

barkati (Hdo^fd) -Blessing, good fortune, prosperity. 

Bhatt Vahi (#3 ^ut) -Family account maintained by bard 
families. 

bhet (§?) -Gift or donation, voluntary offering, presentation 
etc. 

chhawani (c^el) - A camp, stay, halt. 

chira (efcr) -Turban, head gear. 

chortia (^fenf) - A thief, a pilfer, a lifter. 

darsan (S9H?>) -Sight, appearance, visit, visit to a sacred shrine 
and authority. 

dere ke kheme (#t ^ ift) -Tents for camp. 
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dharamsala (iraHHW) -A place of worship, house of God, an 
inn for pilgrims and travellers. 

Diwali (ste 1 ***) -Festival of lights celebrated by Hindus and 
Sikhs in the lunar month of Katak. (October/ 
November). 

Ek Onkar (^^T -One Supreme Being. 

girad nivahi (ftra^r fWut) -In the vicinity, surrounding region. 

Gobind (atfife) -An epithet of God; Guru Gobind Singh. 

Gurmukhi (arawt) -The script used for writing Punjabi 
language. 

Guru Granth (3ff -The Sacred Scripture of the Sikhs. 

Hakikati (dofldfd) -Real situation, reality, matter of fact. 

haveli (Utflt) -A mansion, a big house, villa. 

hazuri (utifa) - In the presence, in the presence of a superior 
authority; your Honour, before the Guru. 

hukam (UofH) -An order, a command, rule, law, direction. 

janam saorey (rTfiH H@t) -Bless their lives. 

judawal (ti» , ^«) -An embrp|d<^ed dress, ornamental robe. 

kabila (cfateO -Family, clan. 

kahar (cxu'o) -A bearer of pak^uin or bearer. 

kalandari rasoi (acwo) gflst) -An enclosure for kitchen. 

kamm rasi karaiga (oO-f ^fft cf$3F) -Shall confer success or 
prosperity in economic enterprise. 

kanat (offFS) -A screen. 

kar (5T^) -Mandatory offerings. 

kaudi (of§^t) -A cowrie, the lowest unit of money exchange, 
khachar -A mule. 

Khalsa (VOT) -The Sikh order, brotherhood created on the 
Baisakhi day of 1699 by Guru Gobind Singh. 

khalsa (W) -Directly under the Guru. 
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kharl Bir (trat Hfa) -A manuscript of Adi Granth claimed to 
have been copied by Bhai Banno from the 
orignial Granth edited by Guru Arjun Dev. 

kharwa (tra? 1 ) -Coarse, rough cloth. 

kharwe reje (tf3# -Coarse, homespun cotton cloth. 

khasmana (OTTHW) -To treat in a befitting manner, to make one 
satisfied. 

kirati vich barkati (fcrafe' H3orfk) -Sanctify the labours, 
help the livelihood. 

kooch (c*tT) -Departure. 

kora (^F) -Unbleached cloth. 

korian pagga (oj^F -Score of turban. 

kosa dauran wala (sfrF £§37> ^W) -A fast mount. 

kurehat (ojdfddl) -Prohibition; anathema, 

kurmai (^H 1 ^) -Engagement, betrothal. 

lochoge (ckjudl) -Will desire, will wish. 

madar (H&G) -Responsibility. 

Maghar -The ninth month of a lunar year; it starts from 

middle of November to the middle of 
December. 

Majha C^FSP) -The area of Central Punjab lying between the 
Beas and Ravi rivers. 

Malwa (H 1 ?^) -The plains tract extending south and south- 
east of the Sutlej; it includes Faridkot, 
Ferozepore, Ludhiana and Patiala districts. 

mangal -Ascription, invocation. 

mannat (H(5H) -Donation made on fulfilment of one's desire. 

manorafh poore honge (H?faW U% <3?>dt) -Desires shall be 
fulfilled. 

Mewra (>te30 -A messenger; a class of messengers, 
mohar (ttUG) -A gold coin. 
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mujra (HtreO -To be presented to. 
mukam (HoTH) -Stay, camp, halt, 
nam (OTf) -The Divine Name. 

nawar (<7^r) -A kind of large cotton webbing used in making 
tents; tape Used for stringing bed. 

nihal hoe (fcUTO d£) -To be blessed with happiness. 

Poh (Ou) -The tenth month of a lunar year (from the middle of 
December to the middle of January). 

pyala (fU»fW) -A bowl. 

Ramdas (WETT) -A respectable Sikh, a Masand, representative 
of the Guru. 

rasi (cFfrr) -Capital, property, possessions, stock in trade, 
rawati (3Wt) -Tent. 

rijak (f%r^) -Food, provision, materials for food, sustenance. 

rujgar (grwi'o) - Employment, service, business, mean of 
livelihood. 

rujgar vich barkati (§HUM ydoffd) - Blessed with 
incre mental livelihood, prosperity. 

sadhu (WU) -A virtuous person, holy man. 

Sangat (HZtS) -A gathering, assembly, congregation. 

sarabat 0$5Z) -Entire, whole. 

sarkar (q^) -A king, government, head of civil adminis- 
tration; here it refers to the Guru especially. 

sehatkhana (ftUB*JW) -An equipment for privy. 

sewa (^ T ) -Service. 

sirpao (fHUU^) -A robe of honour. 

sitab (fte**) -Quickly, immediately. 

suba (HH 1 ) -A province. 

suhela (hOcv) -A canopy. 

surahi (yd'JI) -A long necked pitcher. 
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Takhat (3*f3) -Throne; the Sikh centre of temporal authority, 
tanawa (33^0 -A slender rope attached to support the tent, 
tola -A unit of weight equal to 11.664 gins, 
vadha karega (^F 3%3F) -Shall be blessed with prosperity. 
Waheguru (^fddld) -The wonderful Lord; God Almighty. 
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Babu Mani (Bhai) 

2. Bal Kishan (Bhai) - 14,15,17 

3. Bhikhari/Bhikhari Das (Bhai) - 13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20 

4. Bhoti / Bhoti Seth (Bhai) - 1 3, ! 4, 1 5, 1 6, 1 7, 1 8 

5. Chhatek Mai (Bhai) - 20 

6. Chhut Mai /Chhut Man (Bhai) - 14,15,17 

7. Dalpat/Dalpat Das (Bhai) - 13,14,16 

8. DurgaDas - 13, 18 

9. GangaRam - 13 

10. Hira Man / Hira Man Das - 13,18 

11. Jairam Das (BhaP - 20 

12. Jat Mai (Bhai) - 13, 14, 17 
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15. Kalyan Rai (Bhai) - 21 

16. Kirpala / Kirpal Das (Bhai) - 1 3, 1 4, 1 5, 1 6, 1 7, 1 8, 1 9, 20 

17. Koka/KokaDeo - 17,18 

18. Mahanand(Bhai) - 13,14 

19. Maharaj(Bhai) - 13,14,15,17,18,19,20 

20. ManiJado - 18 

21. Mani /Mani Ram (Bhai) - 14,18 

22. Man Ji (Bhai) - 14 

23. MannJeo/Mana - 14,17,19 

24. Man Singh (Bhai) - 1 4, 1 5, 1 7, 20 
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25. NandRoop 

26. PuranMal 

27. Rama/ Rama JadoGhasi (Bhai) 

28. Ramanand(Bhai) 

29. RoopNarain 

30. RaghuNath 

31. RamBihagMal 

32. SadaNand(Bhai) 

33. Seth/SibhuSeth(Bhai) 

34. SukhDeo 
Decca Sangat 

1. Bhag Mai (Bhai) 

2. Chhabil Das (Bhai) 

3. Nathor Mai (Bhai) 

4. Saddhri Mai (Bhai) 

Kariyala Sangat (Tehsil Chakwal) 

1. Lada 

2. Lakhya(Bhai) 

3. Sahib (Bhai) 

Mirzapur Sangat 

1. Bal Chand (Bhai) 

2. Chatarbhoj(Bhai) 

3. HariKishan(Bhai) 

4. Lalu(Bhai) 

5. Phaggu Shah (Bhai) 
Patna Sangat 

1. Amlia/Amalia(Bhai) 

2. Ananta / Anant Das (Bhai) 

3. Ani Rai 

4. BaghMal 

5. Baij Nath (Bhai) 

6. Bakhshi 

7. Bala 
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8. Bal Gobind (Bhai) 

9. Bali Ram 

10. Bansi(Bhai) 

11. Bansidhar(Bhal) 

12. BasantRai 

13. Bhag/BhagMal 

14. Bhagata(Bhai) 

15. Bhagwan / Bhagwan Das (Bhai) 

16. Bhara 

17. BhojRaj/BhojRai 

18. Bindraban(Bhai) 

19. Bugha 

20. Chain Sukh (Bhai) 

21. Chetan/ChetanJado 

22. Chhabila / Chhabil Das (Bhai) 

23. ChhajjuMal 

24. Chimna(Bhai) 

25. Chinta 

26. DalpatRai/Dalpat Das (Bhai) 

27. Darbari (Bhai) 

28. Darya 

29. Ded Mai (Bhai) 

30. DinaNath(Bhai) 

31. Din Dayal (Bhai) 

32. Dyal Das (Bhai) 

33. FatehChand 

34. GajMal 

35. Gajua 

36. Ghansyam(Bhai) 

37. Guwardhan Das 

38. GujarMal 

39. GulalChand 

40. Gurites(Bhai) 
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41. HarjiMal(Bhai) 


- 25 


42. Harkesh(Bhai) 


- 21,24 


43. HiraNand(Bhai) 


- 21,23,24,25 


44. HirdaiRam 


- 29 


45. Jagdco(Bhai) 


- 21,23,24,26 


46. Jag Man 


- 23,24,25 


47. Jai Singh (Bhai) 


- 21 


48. Jasodha Nandan 


- 21 


49. Jcth Mai (Bhai) 


- 21,22,23,24,25,26,27 


50. Jhabar/Jhabar Singh (Bhai) 


- 21,23, 24,25,26 


51. KawalNain(Bhai) 


- 23,24,25,26 


52. Keso 


- 29 


53. Kewal Ram 


- 21 


54. Kirpal/Kirpala(Bhai) 


- 21,23,25,26,29 


55. KisanDas 


- 29 


56. Lachua 


- 21,24,25 


57. Lai Man (Bhai) 


- 21,23,24,25,26 


58. Machhi 


- 24 


59. Maluka/MalukDasia(Bhai) 


- 24,25,29 


60. MaluMchra(Bhai) 


- 25 


61. Mangu 


- 21 


62. ManSukh 


- 21 


63. MeharChand(Bhai) 


- 21,22,23,24,25,26,27 


64. MittarSain 


- 21,24 


65. Mohan Das (Bhai) 


- 21,22,23,24,25,26 


66. MuIa(Bhai) 


- 25,29 


67. Murll(Bhai) 


- 21,22,23,25 


68. Murlldhar(Bhai) 


- 21,23,24,26 


69. NainSukh(Bhai) 


- 22,24,25 


70. NandKuar(Bhai) 


- 21,22,23,24,25,26 


71. NandLal 


- 21,25 


72. Pchlad Das (Bhai) 


- 21,22,23,24,25,26 


73. Pala 


- 24 


74. Paras Ram 


- 21,24 
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75. Peri Bai (Bebe) 

76. Pheru 

77. Pran Nath (Bhai) 

78. Pritam Das (Bhai) 

79. Ragho Das (Bhai) 

80. RaghuNath 

81. RamChand 

82. Ram Rai (Bhai) 

83. Roopan(Bhai) 

84. Roora 

35. SadaNand(Bhai) 

86. Sadha 

87. Sangat Das (Bhai) 

88. Seth(Bhai) 

89. ShankarDas 

90. Singha(Bhai) 

91. SubhaChand/SobhaChand(Bhai) 

92. SujaRam 

93. Sukh Deo (Bhai) 

94. Suphera / Supher Chand 

A Sangat in Majha Region 

1. Bagha(Bhai) 

2. Malla(Bhai) 
Pattan Sangat 

1. Batha(Bhai) 
Ramdas Jagdeo Sangat 

1. Gurditta (Ramdas) 

2. Guria(Bhai) 

3. Kalyan Das (Bhai) 

4. Lai Chand (Bhai) 

5. Ugar Sain (Bhai, Ramdas) 



- 21,22,23,24,25,26 

- 21,24,25,26 

- 21,23,24,25,26,29 

- 21,22,23,26 

- 21,22, 23,24,25,26 

- 24 

- 21,23,26 

- 15,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28 

- 24 

- 29 

- 21,23,24,25,26 

- 21 

- 21,23,24,25,26 

- 21 

- 21 

- 23,24,26 

- 21,22,23,24,25,26,27 

- 21,24 

- 21,24 

- 21,24. 

- 10 

- 10 

- 4,5,6,7,8,9 

- 1 

- I 

- 1 

- 2,3 

- 1,2,3 
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